Amplify.

Rubrics and Exemplars: Grade 8

Responses to Biography & Literature

Focus

Definition: To select one specific
moment or idea and to develop just this
moment or idea in your writing.

4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS

Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND almost all sentences refer to
the same precise moment or idea.

PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND most sentences refer to

the same precise moment or idea.

DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences refer to the

same precise moment or idea.

NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the
sentences refer to the same precise moment or idea.

Use of Evidence

Definition: Selecting and describing
quoted or paraphrased details from a text
to develop and support an idea.
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EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND student describes what he

or she notices in almost all of the pieces of textual evidence that he or
she includes.

PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND student describes what he

or she notices in most of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she
includes.

DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND student describes what he

or she notices in some of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she
includes.

NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND student describes what he
or she notices in almost none of the pieces of textual evidence that he or

she includes.
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Use of Focus score of 1 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND almost all sentences refer to the

same precise moment or idea.

3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND most sentences refer to the same

precise moment or idea.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences refer to the same
precise moment or idea.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the sentences refer
to the same precise moment or idea.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assighnment: 12

Word count: 105

T can fell 44t Franklin was -[—vy'mg o make a4 more ikable cliaracter because Le was -{»vy}v\g 4o
sound like 4 woman in Lis sfories: He wrote a letfer 4o +le auttor of e New-England Courant 4o fell
freiv veaders, that Le intends fo present fhem sfories fo entertain tlem. He was discribing Low ie people
ave wnWilling eifler {0 commend or dispraise wiat fley read. People don't cave wiat tley read or wio e
auttor is. Like if +he auttor is vicl, poor, old, young, 4 sclolar, or A leatler Apron man. Ben grew up witl,

A minister affer Lis Po\vew}s went fo Bos-{-ov\.

- Victoria, Grade 8

»  Writes 105 words and is eligible for a score of 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

» Receives a score of 1 because almost none of the sentences refer to the same moment or idea.

» Introduces her idea about Ben Franklin's character being likable because she is a woman, but does not expand on or
develop this idea.

+ Adds sentences that do not refer to her idea about the character being likable because she is a woman, including
references to readers not caring about the author and biographical information about Franklin himself.
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Use of Focus score of 2 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND almost all sentences refer to the

same precise moment or idea.

3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND most sentences refer to the same

precise moment or idea.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences refer to the same
precise moment or idea.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the sentences refer
to the same precise moment or idea.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood'’s First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 97

- He says that “W\y entrance info fhis troublesome world was atfended witl, the deatl, of my
fatrer.. (Frankin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter to t1e New-England Courant” 5). _
RS RREIERREIERERR i i< v e xoow At Frankin s Heying 4o <reade a fieabl

CL\AYAC'('QY.

~Hector, Grade 8

*  Writes 97 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1 in Focus.

*  Receives a score of 2 because all the sentences he writes refer to his idea about Franklin creating a likable character
by writing about Dogood's past experiences so readers will sympathize with her.

» Includes one direct quote that supports his idea.
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Use of Focus score of 3 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND almost all sentences refer to the
same precise moment or idea.

3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND most sentences refer to the
same precise moment or idea.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences refer to the same
precise moment or idea.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the sentences
refer to the same precise moment or idea.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood'’s First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 142

- Franklin says “in the meantime desiving your veaders to exercCise their patience, and bear witl,
My Lumors now And ten.. (Franklin, “Silence Dogood's Fivst Letder 4o +e New-England Courant” 9).

He is maicing 41is statment implying Hhat Le is trying to entertain by being Lumorous. Frankiin also.
T v
world was atdended witl +he deatl, of my fatier, a misfortune...’ '(FMv\kl}v\, “Silence DOgOOd's Fiest
B e e
_ but it also makes +ie readers feel bad for Lim. Wien fle

veaders feel bad for Lim it makes flhem want {o keep reading. Franklin was +Vy]mg {o create a likeable

character by using Lumor, infelligence, and life stories.
- Cecilia, Grade 8

«  Writes 142 words and is eligible for a score of 4, 3,2 or 1in Focus.

»  Receives a score of 3 because she clearly states her idea about Franklin's character being likable, and most sentences
elaborate on her idea.

» Includes two direct quotes that support her idea.
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Use of Focus score of 4 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND almost all sentences refer to the
same precise moment or idea.

3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND most sentences refer to the same
precise moment or idea.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences refer to the same
precise moment or idea.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the sentences refer
to the same precise moment or idea.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assighment: 12

Word count: 224

_ Wiile ste says “My entrance nfo tLis troublesome world was attended

witl, the deat, of my fafier, a misfortune, wiich tlough I was not then capable of knowing, T siall
never be able 4o forged (Franiin, "Silence Dogood's Fivst Letter +o fle New-England Courant”

5) e mtes $ moss of e eblr sora. Tis o . b abl 40 foll i s rying 40
crente  ikable shavacter becuse o . readers fel bas for bor ey might st Uston o e s

- Also wien she states “odnat T might no longer be 4 clarge fo my indigent motler, wio
was put o Lard shifts for a lving” (Frankiin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o +1e New-England

Couanf"6) ik mates f vender o s s . oge e an b mom b o workc

e aracter o works for il oy v, mok ko b i e 40 . S0 i

Franklins words of Doaood's ife e reader can fell Le was ‘[")’."\9 {o create a likable claracter for
fe readers fo relate witl,
“jo\mes, Q—w\de 3

«  Writes 224 words and is eligible to receive a score of 4, 3, 2, or 1in Focus.

*  Receives a score of 4 because every sentence refers back to and helps to develop his idea about Franklin's
character being likable.

» Includes two direct quotes that support his idea.
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Use of Evidence score of 1 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in almost all of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in most of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in some of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in almost none of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 60

You can fell Le was frying f0 make 4 likable clharacter because, You can +EIl Le was trying
{o relate foo people. Talking about problems from Ler clildhood like When her dad died, and stuff +nat
botlers everyone. T 4LinK Le was frying {0 Make points so people would stand up and fake 4 stand in
what th\ey believe in.

-Annabelle, Grade &

+  Writes 60 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1in Use of Evidence.
*  Receives a score of 1 because she does not describe what she notices in the piece of textual

evidence she includes.
«  Onlyincludes a vague paraphrase from the text and does not describe what she

notices about that paraphrase.

Amplify. | Amplify ELA Writing Rubrics : Grade 8



Use of Evidence score of 2 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in almost all of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in most of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in some of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in almost none of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood'’s First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 87

Franklin wanted people o like the character Silence Dogood. Silence Dogood fold about Ler

e rom e st s born s i 4 fxt o s TGRS

. and people would start fhinking she is 4 wice character. This is one reason wly people would fhink

Silence D0900d was A ikable chavacter.

“3erome,, Grade 8

«  Writes 87 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1 in Use of Evidence.
*  Receives a score of 2 because he describes what he notices in the direct quote he includes.

«  Misses the opportunity to excel because he only writes 87 words and does not describe the included quote further or
include other evidence.
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Use of Evidence score of 3 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in almost all of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in most of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in some of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in almost none of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood'’s First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 130

Franklin was -}vy'mg o make a likable clharacter by giving Ler A sad ba\cks+ory and likable
personality so $at people would sympathize with Ler and like Ler. The story was, _

He made Silence fo be polite by saying, "I will not abuse your patience witl, a fedious recital of all

{he frivolous accidents of my (ife...” (FMv\k\'uv\, "Silence DOgood's First Letter 4o fle New—vaglAv\d
Courant” 8). Tlis means $at Silence didn't want +he reader 4o fake foo mucl, $ime veading about Ler

and more fime veading the important things she had 1o say.
- Tr}v\ﬂ\, Greade 8

»  Writes 130 words and is eligible for a score of 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.

*  Receives a score of 3 because she skillfully draws the reader’s attention to particular details in both of the pieces of
evidence she includes.

* Includes a direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

» Adds another direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

*  Misses the opportunity to excel in Use of Evidence because she does not write more or more thoroughly explain what
she notices in the quotes she includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 4 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in almost all of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in most of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in some of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND student describes what he or she
notices in almost none of the pieces of textual evidence that he or she includes.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood'’s First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 205

Franklin created a likable character, Silence Dogood. T can fell by Low in the letter Franklin

seems fo create & sob story almost, as sioun in 4ue fotlowing, [(AGWAS e st day Wikich T 5o

and Le also aclieves tlis As shown w, “T will

not abuse your patience witl, 4 tedious vecital of all fhe frivolous accidents of my (ife, that Lappened
Leom 41is time until T avvived 4o years of discredion...(Franklin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o fie
New-England Courant” ). Wien yOV\'re reading the letter, it makes you Leel 41,24 Silence is a very
nnocent woman, wlo Las 4 kind front despife Ler many years of misery. Someone wlo Las survived
that mucl, makes tlhem Lonorable in oflers eyes. The same fhoughts must Lave gone tlrougl, Frankiin's
head as well, because Le used these defails fo create a likable clharacter.

= Vincent, Grade 8

*  Writes 205 words and is eligible for a score of 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.
*  Receives a score of 4 because he describes what he notices in every piece of included evidence, making insightful
inferences based on the included evidence.

« Adds another direct quote, then describes what he notices in this quote.
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