
Science and history
�96�'300)'8-32�3*�7'-)2')�8)<87�%6)�*3'97)(�32�'328)1436%6=�834-'7A�-2'09(-2+�8,)�6):3098-32%6=�-()%7�3*�

&-303+-78��3&��922A�;,3�79++)787�8,%8�396�+)61O*6))�13()62�0-*)�-7�%8�8,)�6338�3*�1%2=�(-736()67�)2()1-'�

83�8,)�'966)28�%+)@��,)�):3098-32�3*�7'-)28-æ'�92()678%2(-2+�-7�%238,)6�79&O+)26)�3*�8,)��140-*=��-&6%6=A�

beginning with the curriculum units on brain science and space exploration, and extending through texts 
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discovered ancient Troy). The independent reading texts also include histories of engineering science, 
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The library’s offerings in the many sub-genres of fiction are vast and inclusive. Some of the most 

popular contemporary novels for middle schoolers, such as the Lemony Snicket series, take their 
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others. A good way to get a sense of the selection is to browse our reading suggestions by using the 

book lists provided. The titles themselves make the clearest statement of the range, the challenge, 
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ELA/Literacy.

Structured Research Collections

Guided, inquiry-based skill development within the curriculum

Should chocolate be part of school lunches?
The question forms the focus of a class debate—but not before students have developed 

informational literacy skills, learning how to evaluate online sources and avoid plagiarism. And not 
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be included in school lunches. After the debate, students move on to writing a research paper and 

creating and presenting a multimedia project. 

The work within the Collection units have a particular structure that is designed to introduce, reinforce, and 
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pattern of the unit stays the same but the level of competence—in planning, evaluating sources, gathering 

ideas and information, and integrating them into presentations—builds with each experience.
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critical thinking required to sift “through the mountains of information made available through technology” 
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standards: responding and arguing from textual evidence.
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The Chocolate Collection, for instance, ranges in history and geography from prehistoric Native American 
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should include chocolate. 

Research archives

Lapham’s Archives: Collections designed for independent research
Lapham’s Archives are collections of texts and images focused on a theme that were developed in 
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Each Archive contains two research-style questions for students to use as guides through their reading and 
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The research skills that students have developed in the Collections curriculum units have provided them 

with the tools they need to set out on their own and explore the archives. As students continue to hone their 

researching skills, they start to demonstrate a number of the “capacities of literate individuals” discussed in 

the California ELA/ELD Framework. They demonstrate:

• �2()4)2()2')@

• Content knowledge.

• An appreciation of evidence.

• Comprehension and ability to critique.

Extending learning  |  Focus on reading 
Section 

3

Section 3: Extending learning 325¬. |  Amplify ELA: California Edition


