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Professional development
The Amplify ELA curriculum contains supports for the teacher preparing for a lesson, teaching a lesson, and 

assessing student work after a lesson. 
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which students practice reading a text or texts that have features or topics in common, and tackle a few 

challenges in writing about that sort of text. 

For example, in the early units on personal narrative, students practice reading to discern the writer’s 

emotions based on how he or she acts and what he or she says, and write about just one moment in the text. 

�2�0%8)6�92-87�32�7'-)2')A�789()287�46%'8-')�6)%(-2+�*36�%''96%'=�%2(�83�'366)'8�1-7'32')48-327A�%2(�;6-8)�83�

explain scientific concepts across more than one text. While it might seem that it’s a big leap from the early 

narrative unit to the later science unit; in fact, the program sequences units and lessons to build the skills that 

enable students to move confidently from one challenge to the next. The teacher does not need to figure out 

the required prerequisite skills for a unit; those skills are built into the previous units. 

The best way to understand how the units and lessons build on one another is to read the briefs written for the 

teachers at three levels.  

1. Unit briefs 
• �2863(9')�8)<87�%2(�;,=�8,)=�;)6)�',37)2@��

• Describe the overall approach to these texts and the instructional strategies employed.  

• Explain the instructional goals of the unit and how students will meet them.  
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• Describe any new technology or media that teachers and students will use.  

2. Sub-unit or text briefs
• �63:-()�136)�-2*361%8-32�32�%�4%68-'90%6�8)<8�36�%�79&O+6394-2+�3*�0)77327�;-8,-2�%�92-8@��

• Explain why this grouping of lessons has been subdivided. 

3. Lesson briefs
• �:)6:-);B�'%007�398�8,)�1%-2�%'8-:-8=�3*�8,)�0)7732A�/)=�131)287�-2�8,)�8)<8A�%2(�%�*);�'69'-%0�-27869'8-32%0�

points that make the lesson work.  

• Materials: lists and provides links teachers can use to view or download the most important digital texts 

and images before teaching the class. 

• �6)4B�0-787�%2=�%8=4-'%0�78)47�83�46)4%6)�*36�8,)�0)7732@�

• Differentiation: lists particular activities and how a teacher might adjust for ELs or struggling students 
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vocabulary activities that teachers should try to reinforce during the lesson.  
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Support during planning
Lesson brief: The first step in planning, the lesson brief provides teachers with logistical details about lesson 

preparation as well as notes about critical moments in the lesson, how students may respond and possibly 
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This time, as students use the Tell-Tale Art app, encourage them to focus on what they, as readers, think the 
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students who are placing heartbeats in the room, be sure to ask whether they, as readers, believe the dead 
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you know they are on track.
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task is around feedback—writing comments on student work, creating a Spotlight wall, or highlighting a place 
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and is given the following support:
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the Spotlight app:

• �%',��4380-+,8�7,390(�&)�îQ��7)28)2')7�8,%8�7,3;�;,)6)�=396�789()287�97)�()8%-07�*631�8,)�4%77%+)�83�

describe why the candy is appealing or repulsive.

• For example: “Chloroform is used to saw peoples’ legs off, which makes me feel sick.”

• �36�)<%140)B�U�2�8,)�()7'6-48-32�3*��,)6&)8��9'/)67A��%,0�7%=7�8,%8�S=39�'390(�1%/)�;,-8)�*638,�'31)�398�
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do my homework!”

• Make sure to correct the spelling, grammar, and punctuation of each Spotlight before you post them.

• �)1)1&)6A�%�0)77O8,%2O4)6*)'8�)<%140)�*631�=396�789()287�-7�136)�)2+%+-2+�8,%2�%�+6)%8�)<%140)�*631�

someone they don’t know.

Flex Days: �8%68-2+�-2��2-8���):)6=�79&O92-8�;-00�-2'09()��0)<��%=7@��,)7)�(%=7�%6)�&9-08�-283�8,)�4%'-2+�3*�8,)�

curriculum. The teachers and students have access to blank work spaces. During a Flex Day the teacher could 

work with the whole class, divide the class into small groups and have each work on a different activity, and/

or ask some students to work independently.  The teacher could ask students who are struggling with the 

text to reread a section of the text and write to a new prompt, give students a revision assignment for focus or 

evidence, or teach a grammar lesson from the Mastering Conventions resource. 

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/spotlight
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Support during instruction
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can include:

• Talking points for a class discussion.

• Suggested language for direct instruction.

• Steps for the activity.

• Models of over-the-shoulder conferences. 

• Tips for differentiation for ell students.

�-7'977-32�59)78-327B��2�%((-8-32�83�8%0/-2+�43-287�*36�%�'0%77�(-7'977-32�%&398�789()287T�92()678%2(-2+�3*�

a text, the teacher also receives guidance on possible reasons for a wrong answer. This knowledge gives the 

teachers insight into a student’s comprehension of a text, which they can use to add to the class discussion.  

�,)�-27869'8-32%0�+9-()�*36��)7732���-2�8,)��,-2)%7��%+)�79&O92-8�-7�%2�)<%140)@�

Discussion points:
• !,)6)�-2�8,)�8)<8�'%2�=39�*-2(�8,)�-2*361%8-32�*36�8,)�6-+,8�%27;)6H

• !,%8�(-(�=39�7))�-2�8,)�8)<8�8,%8�0)(�=39�83�8,)�;632+�%27;)67H

• �-(�%2=32)�,%:)�%�'32:)67%8-32�;-8,�%�4%682)6�8,%8�0)(�8,)1�83�',%2+)�*631�%�;632+�83�%�6-+,8�%27;)6H�

%2�=39�()7'6-&)�8,%8�'32:)67%8-32H

• �-(�%2=32)�,%:)�%�'32:)67%8-32�;-8,�%�4%682)6�8,%8�0)(�8,)1�83�',%2+)�*631�%�6-+,8�83�%�;632+�%27;)6H�

%2�=39�()7'6-&)�8,%8�'32:)67%8-32H

Possible reasons for wrong answers:
• Students may have forgotten that they are looking for what doctors knew�-2�î	�	@�Not what we know to 

be true today.

• �3'8367�,%(�7))2�1-'6336+%2-717�I8,)=�'%00)(�8,)1�%2-1%0'90)7JA�&98�(-(�238�/23;�8,%8�731)�3*�8,37)�

microorganisms were bacteria that caused infection.

• �,)=�/2);�8,%8�-2*)'8-32�I8,)=�'%00)(�-8�7)47-7J�;%7�&%(R&98�(-(2T8�/23;�8,%8�&%'8)6-%�'%97)(�-8@

�:)6O8,)O7,390()6�'32*)6)2')7�I���7JB����7�%003;�8,)�8)%',)6�83�463:-()�-2O8,)O131)28�*))(&%'/�83�

789()287�%7�8,)=�;36/�8,639+,�%�',%00)2+-2+�%'8-:-8=�36�'3140)8)�%�!6-8-2+��63148@��,)7)�59-'/�',)'/O-27�%6)�

differentiated to meet the varying needs of students and to keep each one headed in the right direction.  The 

-27869'8-32%0�+9-()�463:-()7�8)%',)67�;-8,�7%140)����7�8%-036)(�*36�8,%8�;6-8-2+�463148@�

Alternative activities and writing prompts: Alternative activities and writing prompts provide support for 

struggling students. These students are doing the same activity and writing to the same prompt as the 

others, but with more scaffolding. Alternative activities and prompts are at the end of the lesson map and are 

indicated by a plus sign. The instructional guide suggests the students who would benefit from the alternative 

activity or prompt. 
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Support after class
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have to worry about collecting data on student performance: the program’s reports clearly reveal performance 

patterns and show how students’ skills are building. Teachers are then free to simply enjoy the spontaneity and 

variety of Amplify’s lessons and focus on helping their students do the same. 

The reports distill key metrics of student performance daily, helping teachers notice when their instruction 

is working and when it is not working, so they can respond quickly and adjust their practice to fit students’ 

needs.  The metrics that are repeated include:

• Solo completion.

• Classwork.

• �63(9'8-:-8=�-2�;6-8-2+@

• Number of vocabulary activities answered.

• Number of vocabulary activities correct.

Formative assessment: Formative assessments allow the teacher to keep close track of student performance 

%2(�97)�,-7�36�,)6�8)%',-2+�8-1)�786%8)+-'%00=�83�1%<-1->)�463+6)77�*36�)%',�789()28@��,)�(%-0=�'966-'9091�

provides a foundation and a set of routines so the teacher can spend as much time as possible reading 

student writing. The key to the success of the curriculum is the teacher’s commitment to reading and regularly 

assessing student writing. The teacher uses the results of these assessments to make strategic modifications 

83�,-7�36�,)6�-27869'8-32A�;,-',�1%<-1->)7�8,)�+63;8,�3*�)%',�789()28@��,)�8)%',)6�97)7�%77)771)28�6)79087�83�

adjust the following: 

• �:)6O8,)O7,390()6�'32*)6)2')7�I���7J�@�

• Written comments.

• Spotlight selection. 

• Student grouping.

• Drill repetition. 

• �):-7-32��77-+21)287�I��7J@��

• Action plans.

Additional offerings 
Amplify can also provide in-person and remote professional development and coaching.  


