
Approach to research

The selection process for text in the Amplify Library was guided by the recommendations of highly 

respected professional publications, including Booklist, School Library Journal, Voice of Youth 
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Narrative non-fiction
Most important, however, is that the collection is engaging in a way that provides for student interest and 

motivation. Narrative non-fiction is especially important in the CA ELA/ELD Framework’s discussion of non-

fiction, and, within that genre, the sub-genres of biography and memoir. These form a major component of the 

Amplify Library’s non-fiction collection, which features sports, business, and political figures, while also giving 

special focus to those who’ve struggled throughout history for human rights.

Biographies and memoirs
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Amplify Library has a selection of such texts, including biographies of Apple founder Steve Jobs and of Tumblr 
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Franklin and John Glenn, and many of these feature voices and stories traditionally left out of the history 

taught in school—those of women and minorities. Students get to read the words of Sarah Morgan Dawson in 

A Confederate Girl’s Diary, as well as three different memoirs and biographies of African-American slaves, or 
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A focus on human rights and achievements
The struggle for human rights is a sub-genre of its own among memoirs and biographies, with stories  

*631�8,)��%>-��303'%978A��%2(,-T7�78%2(�%+%-278��6-8-7,�690)�-2�8,)�î
�í7A�8,)�æ+,8�*36�;31)2T7�6-+,87�-2��6%2� 

%2(��*+,%2-78%2A�%2(�0-*)�92()6�6)46)77-:)�6)+-1)7�-2�,-2%@��43687�1)13-67�%2(�&-3+6%4,-)7�'%4-8%0->)�32�

%238,)6�%6)%�3*�789()28�-28)6)78A�%2(�8,)6)A�833A�%8�0)%78�îì�*3'97�32�1-236-8-)7�%2(�;31)2�3*�4-32))6-2+�

%',-):)1)28�-2�8,)-6�(-7'-40-2)7A�*631�86%'/T7�!-01%��9(304,�%2(��)77)��;)27�83�73'')6T7��34)��303�%2(�

skating’s Michelle Kwan.
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Science and history
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beginning with the curriculum units on brain science and space exploration, and extending through texts 
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discovered ancient Troy). The independent reading texts also include histories of engineering science, 
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The library’s offerings in the many sub-genres of fiction are vast and inclusive. Some of the most 

popular contemporary novels for middle schoolers, such as the Lemony Snicket series, take their 

40%')�%032+7-()�8,)�'0%77-'7B��90)7� )62)A��+%8,%�,6-78-)A��@��6%2/��%91A��)61%2��)0:-00)A�%2(�1%2=�

others. A good way to get a sense of the selection is to browse our reading suggestions by using the 

book lists provided. The titles themselves make the clearest statement of the range, the challenge, 
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ELA/Literacy.

Structured Research Collections

Guided, inquiry-based skill development within the curriculum

Should chocolate be part of school lunches?
The question forms the focus of a class debate—but not before students have developed 

informational literacy skills, learning how to evaluate online sources and avoid plagiarism. And not 
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be included in school lunches. After the debate, students move on to writing a research paper and 

creating and presenting a multimedia project. 

The work within the Collection units have a particular structure that is designed to introduce, reinforce, and 
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pattern of the unit stays the same but the level of competence—in planning, evaluating sources, gathering 

ideas and information, and integrating them into presentations—builds with each experience.
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