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Student work collection
and rubrics

For the teacher

At the end of most Amplify units, students take a few days to dig in and write a longer, more-developed essay.
These essays cover a range of topics and are written in response to a variety of different types of source texts.
In each unit during the school year, and in each year of middle school, students focus on developing new skills.
The sequence of units encourages students to master foundational skills and then shift their focus to learning
something new. Amplify teachers assess this progression by scoring each essay for a different subset of skills.
The rubrics for each of those skills are broken out and used to provides sample scores in the following pages.

Exemplary Essays

Immediately following are exemplary essays from grades 6, 7, and 8. To help teachers and students understand
the expectations for mastery, each of these essays scores a 4 (Exceeds Expectations) in every skill it is
assessed for. The students’ demonstration of each of these skills has been highlighted. By looking at all of the
essays in each grade, teachers can see real-life examples of mastery in every skill they will be assessing in their
students’ writing.

Rubrics
Focus
Needs Improvement Devglt.)plng Proficient Exceeds .
Proficiency Expectations

Almost none of the sentences | Some sentences develop

Most sentences develop one All sentences develop

develop one overall idea. one overall idea. overall idea. one overall idea.
Use of Evidence: Describing
Developin - Exceeds
Needs Improvement . _p g Proficient .
Proficiency Expectations

You describe what you
notice in some pieces of
textual evidence.

You do not describe what you
notice in textual evidence.

You describe what you
notice in all pieces of
textual evidence.

You describe what you notice in
most pieces of textual evidence.

Use of Evidence: Explaining

Developing

Needs Improvement Proficiency

Exceeds

Proficient Expectations

You explain the
connection between
some of the evidence
and the overall idea.

You do not explain the
connection between the
evidence and the overall idea.

You explain the
connection between all
of the evidence and the
overall idea.

You explain the connection
between most of the evidence and
the overall idea.
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Rubrics

Logical Structure: Paragraphs
Needs Developing
Improvement Proficiency

Proficient

Exceeds
Expectations

Almost none of the
paragraphs focus on a
clearly defined topic
oridea.

Some paragraphs focus on
a clearly defined topic or
idea.

All paragraphs focus on a
clearly defined topic or idea.

All paragraphs focus on a
clearly defined topic or idea
and build on or refer to the
ideas in other paragraphs.

Logical Structure: Introduction

1 Needs
Improvement

2 Developing
Proficiency

3 Proficient

4 Exceeds
Expectations

Does not include an
engaging lead that

is connected to the

overall idea.

Student has not written

a claim statement that
articulates one overall idea.

Includes a lead that is
somewhat connected to
the overall idea.

Student has written a claim
statement that somewhat
articulates one overall idea.

Includes a lead that is

connected to the overall idea.

Student has written a claim
statement that articulates
one overall idea.

Includes an engaging lead
that is closely connected to
the overall idea.

Student has written a claim
statement that skillfully
articulates one overall idea.

Logical Structure: Conclusion

Needs
Improvement

Developing
Proficiency

Proficient

Exceeds
Expectations

Does not follow from the
overall idea.

Does not include a final
thought.

Somewhat follows from the
overall idea and includes a
final thought.

Follows from the overall idea
and includes a final thought.

Clearly follows from the
overall idea and includes a
final thought.

Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

Needs
Improvement

Developing
Proficiency

Proficient

Exceeds
Expectations

There are many fragments
and/or run-ons that
prevent the reader from
understanding

the writing.

Most sentences are
complete. Errors do
impede the reader’s ability
to understand

the writing.

Most sentences are complete

and punctuated correctly.
Errors might distract the

reader but do not impede the
reader’s ability to understand

the writing.

Almost all sentences are
complete and punctuated
correctly.

Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

Needs
improvement

Developing
proficiency

Proficient

Exceeds
expectations

Quotes are not punctuated
and cited according to the
Guidelines for Citing and
Punctuating a

Direct Quote.

Some quotes are
punctuated and cited
according to the
Guidelines for Citing and
Punctuating a

Direct Quote.

Most quotes are punctuated
and cited according to the
Guidelines for Citing and
Punctuating a

Direct Quote.

All quotes are punctuated
and cited according to the
Guidelines for Citing and
Punctuating a

Direct Quote.
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Exemplary student essays showing mastery

Sixth grade
Dahl & Narrative essay

Scored in:
» Focus « Logical Structure: Introduction
+ Use of Evidence: Describing « Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

» Use of Evidence: Explaining

which effen include mischief and fhe consequences diat come from i Attiough e aduits ave
vot aways perfect angels in 4he way fhey benave, i SHRe Bays ko CAUse e waost roubie el

During 4he "Great Mouse Plod,” Dawl and Lis {riends discover a dead mouse, wiere fley
usually Lide Hheir candy. Dall develops a simister idea wien Le says fo {le oters, “Wiy don't we...
stip f ndo one of Mrs. Prafclett's jars of sweets? Tien wien ste puts Ler diry Land in 4o grab a
handful, skelll grab a stinky dead mouse instead” (The Great Mouse Plot, 3). Tiis plan is very cruel

and misclievous. Finding fle dead mouse would really scare Mrs. Prafclett, and fouching it could

even make Ler sick, and All the ofler kids wio eat fle candy i foucles. _
fo o i o s s st fo s i s e, T e oy o i

board and cheer Dall and even Hink ot e plan is “steer genius” (Tie Great Mouse Plot, 8). -

As die students Lead fowards e sweet-slop, Dall also says dhat fley were, “fremendously
jazzed up. We felt like 4 gang of desperados setting out 4o vob a drain or blow up fre steriff's

o (e Grent Movse Phot, ). Sy itk oy v s " RS
vobb'mg A fran or b(ow}v\g up 4 bv\]\d}v\g ave botl, very Serious Crimes, _

Tlese actions stow +at fle boys cause wore trouble than fle adults. Tb\ey go out of fieiv
way fo cause misclied and work fo make sure fley Cause fle most harm. Tiis desive o scare and

slock fheir enemies means Hhat fhe boys ave fle biggest frouble makers.

- Jean, Grade 6
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+  The student writes an engaging lead that is closely connected to the overall idea and a Eldift| Statement

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

» The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece,
and BXPIGIRS the connection between each piece and his idea.

» All sentences develop one overall idea.

*  Almost all sentences are complete and punctuated correctly.
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Sixth grade
Tom & Sherlock essay

Scored in:
+ Use of Evidence: Describing + Logical Structure: Paragraphs
» Use of Evidence: Explaining « Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

+ Logical Structure: Introduction

T4 seemed veally strange o me flat tleve would be tiis great-paying 3ob for "All

ved-Leaded men Wlo are sound n body and mind and above tie age of fwenty-one years

T4 seems odd for Anyone o Live people jv\s-l- based on fLeir Law color and _
about all fe men Wl stowed up fo fry And get fhe job. He says) "Fieet Street was croked

witl, ved—Leaded folk. Every shade of colour ley were sfraw, lewon, orange, brick, Tris—setfer,

liver, cmy”- Seeing all 41iis defail about fle diffevent colors of ved Law _

Sterlock Holmes says
at the end of fle story fhat “fie only possible object of {iis ratler fantastic business of fLe
advertisement of e Leﬂ\gv\e, and fle Copying of fLe Ev\CyClopo\ed}o\, must be fo get tiis not
over"br"gt\-[» Pa\wnbroke_r out of fie way for a wumber of Lours every d”‘)’- Tlas means
that e Red-Headed League really Lad nothing 4o do witl, ved Laiv and if wasn't important
it Me. Wilson Lad ved Laiv. His assistant was just trying fo get Lim out of tie slop every

day And making up s job for A ved—LAived man Was an eAsy Way 4o do faf. _

- Raul, Grade b
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- The student writes an gngaging lead that is closely connected to the overall idea and a Elgiift Statement

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

+  The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece,
and EXPIGIRS the connection between each piece and his idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on and refers to the ideas in the other
paragraphs.

- Allquotes are PliliCtUatediandicItediaeeording to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a Direct Quote.
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Sixth grade
The Greeks essay

Scored in:
» Focus + Logical Structure: Introduction
+ Use of Evidence: Describing « Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

+ Use of Evidence: Explaining

_ Zeus almost des%roys e umans for acting like gods and e Cydops Almost kills

Odysseus and Lis men for boasting and faunting Lim, but fLe gods allow flese Lumans 4o live n bodl, cases.

e

’Fn’el "He wil grow big and poisoned witl, pride and -Fo\v\Cy amself a gOd" _ This means fat

Teus befiees bting prowd, and seing Hbemseives s gods WilIBS RS GRSHHVe 10 Hie Ao A3 po Tois

destruction almost Lappens wien Zeus sees Hhe Lumans using five and acting proudly “like e gods fLemselves”

and Le becomes 50 angry $ad Le wants o “furn dieir miserable [iHle ball of eardl, info 4 cinder” but sfops

Limself before Le does _ Zeus only does flis fo see if fle Lumans will eventually destroy

- Wien Odyssews And Lis men are escaping from fle Cyclops, Odyssews keeps faunting fe Cyclops
and boasting. This makes the Cyclops so angry Lt Le “fore fle fop off a great pinnacie of rock and Lurled
W at us. Tle vock fell just alead of our blue-painted bows” _ Tie giant vock 4at fre
Cyclops tirows, lands just n front of Odysseus's boat wiicl, means _
_ Bud even almost dying doesnt sfop Odysseus from being overly

proud 4and Le yells ba\ckl “T only Wisl, T could make as suve of vobbing you of life and breatl, and sending you

o Hel” {annting te Cyclops even more and making Lim flrow an even bigger boulder af fLeiv skip “narvowly

wissing due Fip of fue vuader” (Tl Gyclops 1, ST) So fwice in fhe story, Odyssen's price amosk gets bim

- Boi, of fLese clavacters act proudly, and come very close o being destroyed because of it

- Kylie, Grade 6
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- The student writes an gngaging lead that is closely connected to the overall idea and a Elgiift Statement

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

+  The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what she notices in each piece,
and EXPIGINS the connection between each piece and her idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on and refers to the ideas in the
other paragraph.

«  All quotes are PlfiCtUatEIaNCICItEtIaeeording to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a Direct Quote.

+  The student’s conclusion clearly follows from the overall idea and includes a _
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Seventh grade
Red Scarf Girl & Narrative essay

Scored in:

» Focus « Logical Structure: Introduction

» Use of Evidence: Describing « Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation
» Use of Evidence: Explaining

"“T toved our op—floor voom” ( Tie Liberation ArMy Dancer, 66), Ji-li said at e beginning
of +le book. Alflough she says it was just one voom ofler than a batiroom, Ji-li feld very lucky
about Lev Lome and life over all _ "The Witchen on fle
landing oudside fhe room was small, but T didn't mind. Our room was fen fimes as big as many of my

classmates' Lomes, and 4 Lundred fimes brighder” (Tre Liberation Army Dancer, 66). As shown n

o st gobe, T s ookes af A, posive Jhings n e e ans SO

That is until later on in Ler [ife wien ste began o feel very unlucky and disrespected. Ji-li
began fo feel 4Lis because of Ler £amily's "bad class stafus” according o fhe Cutfural Revolution (A
Searcl, n Passing, 132). Tieir lives would be Lorrible as long as hey Lad fhe name S}N\g- -
she felt not only

scaved, but also full "witl, embarcassment and anger” (A Searcl, n Passing, 124). Ste Lad felt like
the Red Guards Lad looked flrougl, all of Ler personal and secred belongings and not vespected any of
trem. "I fet as if T Lad been stripped naked i public” (A Searcl, in Passing, 125). Ste did not feel

vespected at all to e extent that ste felt like she deserved _

- Dﬂ\w\}ﬂw\, Grade T
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«  The student writes an gngaging lead that is closely connected to the overall idea and a ElGifIStatement

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

+  The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece,
and EXPIGIRS the connection between each piece and his idea.

«  All sentences develop one overall idea.

+ Almost all sentences are complete and punctuated correctly.
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Seventh grade
Character & Conflict essay

Scored in:
+ Use of Evidence: Describing + Logical Structure: Paragraphs
+ Use of Evidence: Explaining » Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

* Logical Structure: Introduction

_ One member of {iis family, Walder, wants fo be fue Lead of Lis family and Le
e s o s gt it ot 1y ESTR RS

Nt Tavis s Rt o money o s soys o, RO
e decisions in fue Louse but ke s 4150 frying o mae Rudis angry. He sees Ler maing decisions a5 an
_ Hm\sbewy so\yxl "He tands e boy {Le coin, but Lis eyes are
divected fo Lyis wife's” _ His eyes ave looking at Rutty _
i i e i s A e T T e Wi T
is when "RUTH wafcres boti, of 4hem witl, murder in Ler eyes. WALTER sfands and stares back af Ler
widt, defiance” (Act T, Scene One, 38). Tie evidence Leve shows +1at Rudi, is very, very mad because

frere was "wrder” in Ler eyes. This is because Watder is being defiant 4o Ler and L is deying fo be in
arge jast because ke wanks fo be, ot because be Auins 1 i e vight Hhing o due whole famiy. Tiis

was fhe fist obstacle for Walter 4o ged past and Le doesn't do it n 4 great way. But wow Le s veady

to step up and do things for fLe vest of te family.

- Wien Lindner asks Walder 4o +ake 4le money and not wove fo beow’v\e Park, Walter
makes fhe cloice that was better for tie family, not just for Limself. Even tiough Walter could use

the money fowards buying fle liguor store and be in clarge of Lis own business, Le says wo. He does

fLis because g}g Walter “earned it for us brick by brick” (Act TTIT, 147F). Tiis means ad Walder's

fatier worked Lavd so Lis family could Lave 4 good place fo live, _

My son said we was going o move and there ain't notling left for me 4o say” (Act TIT, 151). If frere's

cling o M 4, R WAHET A BT 4 1o 31 e oy <o

about all of 4Lem and not just lamself.
= Ming, Grade 3
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«  The student writes an gngaging lead that is closely connected to the overall idea and a ElGifIStatement

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

+  The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what she notices in each piece,
and EXPI&IRS the connection between each piece and her idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on and refers to the ideas in the
other paragraph.

«  All quotes are PlifiCtUateiancICItetiaeeording to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating

a Direct Quote.

Amplify. | Amplify ELA



Extending learning | Student work collection and rubrics

Seventh Grade

Poetry & Poe essay

Scored in:

+ Use of Evidence: Describing + Logical Structure: Paragraphs

« Use of Evidence: Explaining + Logical Structure: Conclusion

« Logical Structure: Introduction + Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

detailed description of killing an old man, but many of tie details skow a4 mindset fhat is totally

wreational and Crazy.

A - . -+
even describes wiy Le killed $he man, Le lists he reasons Le didn'd kill Lim. He wasn'f inferesfed in
the old man's money, e didn't Late Lim, and Le wasn't angry about sometling the man Lad done.
Tie nareator fells us all flis when Le wv}Jresl "ObjeC-F fLere was none. Passion flLerve was none. L
loved the old man. He Lad never wronged me. He Lad never gven me msult. For Lis gold T 1ad wo
because the old man's eye boflered L\}W\I “He Lad fue eye of a vulfure a pale blue eye, with 4 film
over . Wienever it fell upon me, my blood ran cold; and so by degrees very gradually T made up my
mind o fake fLe life of 4le old man..” . No sane person would ever flink about killing someone

jvxs-(- because they had 4 weiwrd=looking eye but the narrator says fhis like it makes perfect sense.

I - - ‘B 1 b

grew louder, louder! T fhought he heart must burst. And now a new anXiety seized me fhe sound

would be Leard by a neighbour!” . Tiis is clearly not really Lappening because you can't Lear

someone's Leartbeat oudside of Lis or Ler body. Doclors Lave 4o use a stettoscope yas-} {o Lear

i1, 50 A wneighbor in anotler voom or building de-ﬁv\]-(-ely could not. _
_ The narcator keeps exaggerating about e Leartbeat wien Le sAysl “T4 grew
louder—louder—louder! And still $he men clatfed pleasantly, and smiled. Was i possible fley Leard not?

AlM]gb\-Fy Godl=no, wol They Leardl-tiey suspectedi—tiey knew!-fLey were making 4 mockery of my

ot [ R RRHE v 15 < e o
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man's Leartbeat, because e old man is already dead and would not Lave any Leartbeat at all
Tle M‘Nﬂ\gl&ev\ Rule rule states +at 4o be legally nsane, "Tle Pa\r-{-y accused was (aboring

under such, 4 defect of veason, from disease of the mind, as $0 not know fhe nature and gquality of tie

TH's clear $at fle naveator of "Tie Tell-Tale Heard” is not accurately describing events

because Le does not Lave a firm grip on veality, and fherefore could be considered msane. Even

tlough we usually count on a narvator's perspective for a reliable description, fhis is not fle case n

b iy, o T et o oo il A WA vl g o

- Saval, Grade 3

- The student writes an gngaging lead that is closely connected to the overall idea and a Clgift Statement

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

+ The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what she notices in each piece, and
BXPIAiRS the connection between each piece and her idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on and refers to the ideas in the other
paragraph.

- Allquotes are PlliCtUatediandICItediaceording to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a Direct Quote.

+  The student’s conclusion clearly follows from the overall idea and includes a _
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Eighth grade
World War Il & Narrative Essay

Scored in:

« Focus « Logical Structure: Conclusion

» Use of Evidence: Describing « Logical Structure: Paragraphs

» Use of Evidence: Explaining « Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

« Logical Structure: Introduction

- In Lis story, Going Solo, Roald Dawl describes e guivky behaviors of several of fie
people Le meets wihile -FN\Ve(}vxg n Afvica. Two of fLese odd characters are U.N. So\vovy And M”\jof

Gt DRSNS i
_ Running naked around 4 slip, sprinkling sald on 4leir shoulders, flese

men ave, as Dal would say, “completely dotty” (Tue Voyage Out, 33).

avound the deck of the stip. Dall writes, “Suddenly, the figure of a naked man, naked as a jungle

ape, went swooshing past the pord-Lole,” not just telling us that Mﬂ\jor Gviffitis is naked, but

s compacing i 5 4 e (i Veyoge Oty 5. DTS R TAHED

Daw Cer+A]n\y goes on fo

describe Mo\)or Griffitts n all of flese ways. On Mv\}or Griffitl's next naked (ap avound fle ship

he actually mvites Daul 4o in Lim saying, “Come along, my boy! Come and o me n 4 canter!

Biow o s i i you g (v oy O, ). R

. Bud fie craziest thing about MA}ov Griffiths s Hhat even Hhougl Le expects everyone o be

comforfable witl, Lim being so odd, Le is fodally offended by sometling very normal iad Dal does.
Daul writes that wien Le stightly msults the game of polo, “The Major's stave switcled suddenly fo
a Levce glare and Le s+opped CheWing. He glared at me witl, sucl, cov\-[-ewxp-(- and Lorror, and Lys face

went so crimson, T thought Le might be going o Lave a seizure” (Tle Voyage Oud, 20). Usw\lly A

“Fierce glave” and “contempt” would only be reactions fo sometling really awful, like nsulting someone's

iy, bk Mo @i g i iy s Dk v s sprd kv s oot
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- Weile Dawl and U.N. Savory are dressing for dinner one wight Dawl writes dat Le

watched UN. Savory veact, “info Lis sponge—bag and take out a4 small carfon” and that Le ook
the lid off 1 carfon and dipped Lis fingers into if. The fingers came out witl, 4 pincl, of wiite
powder or crystals, and this stuf{ Le proceeded fo sprinkle very carefully over tle shoulders of Lis
St e ey O, 50 DA A S50
_ When he describes Lis reaction saying, “Smddevxly T was fully alerd. Wiat on eart,
was fhe man up $0?” (Tre Voyage Ou, 97). The fact 4.ad Dall's veaction comes in e form
s SRR - .

1t UN. So\vory has & pretty good explanation of Wiy Le sprinkles powder on Lis shoulders wien

it ater furns out Le wears 4 wig and Le says “No one's going fo suspect me of wearing a wig if

T've got dandruff, are -ery?” (Tre Voyage Oud, 129). _
B T TN SR RIEAT] 4 30 1eough 1 45 rouble of icin
people. Davl writes, "T staved af Lim. The man was stari raving ba\vmy," _
_ (The Voyage Oud, 140). He also says, "I flew out of {Le cabin and stut

te door” (Tie Voyage Out, 142). Tie fact the Daul “flew” out of +ue cabin, and didn't just walk

Boti, of frese Characters, along with, many otlers Dall meets, slow some exfremely strange

betavior. U.N. Savory's and Major Griffitis's guivks ave so strange, that they cross fle line fo

= Miguel, Grade 8

- The student writes an gngaging lead that is closely connected to the overall idea and a ClaifIStatement

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

«  The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece, and
EXPIGIRS the connection between each piece and his idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on and refers to the ideas in the other
paragraph.

«  All sentences develop one overall idea.

« Almost all sentences are complete and punctuated correctly.

»  The student's conclusion clearly follows from the overall idea and includes a _
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Eighth grade
Biography & Literature essay

Scored in:
» Use of Evidence: Describing « Logical Structure: Paragraphs
» Use of Evidence: Explaining « Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

Clever fo get Lis writing published and fo get people to listen fo whiat he Ld 4o say. He inew
ke needed fo be likable fo Lis audience so Le created and alfer ego _
_ The ardicle fells us -{»L\o\-PI “By creating Mrs. Silence DOgOOd, Franklin

mvented what became the guintessential genre of American foliesy Lumor” -
_ Tuat word “guintessendial” means Lad Franklin's writing
was pretty mach perfect and fuad even now Lis Wrifing is an example of great American

wamor. The autlor again says Low great and clever Franin's style witl, Silence Dogood was

when they write $hat Ler “wicked litle nsights poke flrough tle prefensions of fie elite and

f otis o sverydoy e (EREERRERESTERERIDRRIRY T e 00

that Franklin managed o write as a funny character wio could still say important things.

Franilin also created Silence Dogood out of a need 4o 4rick Lis brofler info publishing Lis
papers. The arficle says that “Frankiin knew $hat Lis brotler would never knowingly print Lis
pieces. So one night Le mvented 4 pseudonym, disguised Lis handWriting, and slipped an essay
under e printing Louse door” _ This shows us
that beyond just writing with 4 great style, Franklin could also think of clever ways to get
i ot ot v TP e
ki wriding, 50 Le did Wiat Le Lad 4o 4o overcome Hhat obstacie

_ He became very nterested in electricity aftfer seeing the demonstration
of a “scientific showman” wio “performed electricity {ricks, by creating static electricity

by W\bb'mg A glass {ube and drawing sparks Lrom fLe feed of a bo>l hAnging by silk cords

that electricity could be muct, more important than just “Yricks” and so Le set out fo learn

more. He said L\}W\selq “T never was before engaged n any study +lat so fodally engrossed

g bt (EREERREISERRRHIEY oy 45 5045 . Fronili s
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very committed fo leArning every-H{mg Le could aboud elec-{-r’.c’.-{-y And, _

The auttor of fle ardicle, Walter Isaacson, says that “Franklin was fle pevfect person 4o

furn e\ec-{-r}c’.-{-y Lrom a parlor rick info a science. That fask demanded not a4 matiematical

or tLeovetical sclolar, but instead a clever and ingenious person wio Lad the curiosity o

_ Walter Tsaacson even says that “Pact of Franklin's importance as

a scientist was {le clear writing Le emp\oyed," skowing that fhe dwo fLings can be very

ietes (TaBAEEon A e SRR, Fr i s  sromt e bocouse o kis

= Robert, Grade 8

«  The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece,
and - the connection between each piece and his idea.

«  Each paragraph focuses on a ElEarijjderinedidea and builds on and refers to the ideas in the other
paragraph.

«  All quotes are PliiCtUatEIaNGICItEaIaCEOrdINg to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a Direct Quote.
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Eighth grade
Science & Science Fiction essay

Scored in:
» Focus « Logical Structure: Paragraphs
¢+ Use of Evidence: Describing « Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

» Use of Evidence: Explaining

otber bumans, because Victor Frankensiein designed bim tuat way. Wien Victor planned

is creation, Le aspived fo “give [ife 4o an animal as complex and wonderful as man” so Le

"began fhe creation of A Luman being” (Gv}mly 26). Victor wanted 4o create a “complex”
being that could think, feel, and accomplis, all of fle “wonderful” fhings $hat 4 Luman can

_ Later, when Victor veflects on flis decision, Le is upset that Min 4

£it of enfrusiastic madness” Le "created a vational creature” <Gr}wdy 183). _

crsbuc et Viclr succwsEly made f <renons 3 camle 45  ttn i, Ev
tlough e creature's ability o dlink for Limself would eventually become fie fhing $lat
ke Fods mes vy o v, 5 S ATAGR CRAA G ]

- Wien Victor first belolds Lis creation, Le calls Lim mbhuman names like “wretcl,”

“monster,” and “diabolical corpse’’-and describes the unnatural appearance of fLe creature's

eyes saying, “f eyes they may be called” (Gv]mly Yy-y5). By vefusing fo give Lis creation

- Furtlermore, by vepeatedly describing the creature as disgusting and unnatural,
compare Lis [ife 4o fle lives of Lumans Le's encountered, Le declares Limself “deformed and

borrible” and reguests that Victor create a companion “of fle same species” witl, “fie same
defects” (Gv'umly ). gy defining Lis “species” as separate from Victor's, _

essentially denying bis on bumanify, Wien be describes Himself in such negative terms, e
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_ Wien the creature {ivst speaks witl, Victor, Le defends Lis own cLaracter
as "benevolent” and declaves that Lis “soul glowed wifl, love and Lumanidy” (Gr]mly $3). Tie

creature says that when Le first developed consciousness, Le displayed kindness, Compassion,

And He morals of & wumane person. I fhe diffference befueen man and beasts is strong|
morals, fhen dhe creature was every bit a5 buman a5 any naturaizborn man. As due

creature continues fo learn about mankind, Lowever, Le realizes $lat for every co++o\9ev

witl, “gev\-He manners’ flere are also "barbarous v}\(o\gers" wlo are very cruel o oflers

(@rimty 95). T8 baing comprssionnle dofnes & prsons ity fon vy S pspls

EAREAAEIRTERABEEIRE - 11 4 peope. scoud v, <rembuve's oo

was fasiioned fo be susceptible of love and sympatly,” but wien Le encounters “misery” and

“Violence,” he finds Limself "filled witl, an imsatiable tuirst for vengeance” (Grimiy 190).

_ T fis way, Le is just like Lis creator, wio is kind af some woments
and crucl at otters. Tn e end, tue creature's dreams and s limitations make Lim just as

-Triana, Grade 8

- All sentences focus on and develop one overallidea.

« The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what she notices
in each piece, and EXpIAINS the connection between each piece and her idea.

- Each paragraph focuses on a ElEarjideninedided and builds on and refers to the ideas
in the other paragraph.

- Allquotes are PlilictUatediandiCItediaceording to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating

a Direct Quote.
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Rubrics and exemplars: Sixth grade

Amplify Focus rubric

Definition of Focus: To select one specific moment or idea, and to exclusively write about this moment or idea.

Responses to Dahl & Narrative

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

You write @ minimum You write @ minimum You write @ minimum You write a minimum
of 25 words and of 50 words and some of 85 words and most of 120 words and
almost none of your of your sentences of your sentences all your sentences
sentences talk about talk about the same talk about the same talk about the same
the same moment moment or idea. moment or idea. moment or idea.
oridea.

Note: In your Amplify classes, you will be practicing writing in class for 10—-15 minutes a couple times a week.
Your teacher will score this writing from time to time to check in on how well you are doing and where you may
need some help.
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Focus score of 1

Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment

Your write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences talk
about the same
moment or idea.

Getting Better Very Good

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences talk
about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and all
your sentences talk
about the same
moment or idea.

or idea.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 42

Roald Daul s so -Fw\v\y and T wisl, T Liad been alive wihen Le was a kid. He pulls
great pranks and has a4 fon of fun with Lis {riends.

- Aavon, Grade b

« Aaron only writes 42 words and can only score a1 in Focus.
+  When a student writes so little, there is just not enough writing to really see how well they are doing.
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Focus score of 2

Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment

Your write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences talk
about the same
moment or idea.

Getting Better Very Good Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and

all your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

oridea.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 67

" - )i
says she has "4 moustache on ler upper lip Aand 4 moutl, As sour As A green 9ooseberry. -

- Ste also had hands that 'were disgusting. Tuhey were black witl, divt and grime.'

- Maya, Grade 6

«  Maya writes 67 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Focus.

« Shereceives a score of 2 because all the sentences she writes refer to her idea that Mrs. Pratchett
is a horror.

«  Sheincludes two quotes that support her idea.
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Focus score of 3

Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment

Your write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences talk
about the same
moment or idea.

Getting Better Very Good

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences talk
about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and all
your sentences talk
about the same
moment or idea.

oridea.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 104

Tt Vi PrAYEHah A Garar BAcaiaa W 5853 "Hor spron i 5y and sreosy.
Her bl ks o breainct i e " SHE N ERPE ABo AR iny e GG
I '/ - 5 47 iy s bien ping laps o <ot on
fu e do ong” Hor b i o Aot e condy i posle by b tns siid b

Once T was at a sfore wiere e worker was being rude. T was trying to buy sneakers but

she wouldn't bring tle vight size so T left.

- Hanl, Grade 6

+  Hank writes 104 words and can score a 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

«  Hereceives a score of 3 because he states his idea about Mrs. Pratchett, and every sentence he writes
explains his idea.

+ Heincludes two quotes that support his idea .
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Focus score of 4

1 Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment

Your write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

Getting Better Very Good Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and

all your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

or idea.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 180

A MBI 1< 0 Yo st0is ond 37010

bl iy, Finly, s s 50 e s ot e give e Kids g s oy "send 2 10t

- Carla, Grade 6

«  Carlawrites 180 words and can score a4, 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

«  Shereceives a score of 4 because every sentence she writes helps to develop her idea about
Mrs. Pratchett.

« Sheincludes three quotes that support her idea.
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Amplify Use of Evidence rubric
Definition of Use of Evidence: Selecting and describing quoted or paraphrased details from a text to develop

and support an idea.

Responses to Dahl & Narrative

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Note: In your Amplify classes, you will be practicing writing in class for 10-15 minutes a couple times a week.
Your teacher will score this writing from time to time to check in on how well you are doing and where you may

need some help.
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Use of Evidence score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 61

T 4Link +hat Mrs. Pradcledd 1s a Lovvor because ste had a4 “fidn +nad Clung around
her.! Also, she had a “mustacle on Ler upper lip and 4 moutl, As sour As A green 9ooseberry."
And i said ste “she never smiled.” Also Ler apron Lad “bits of breakfast all over i, foast-

crumbs and fea stains and splotcles of dried egg—yOlk-"

= Dan, Grade 6
«  Dan writes 61 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Use of Evidence.
* Hereceives a score of 1 because he does not describe what he notices in any of the

evidence that he includes.
«  Danincludes four quotes, but does not describe what he notices in any of them.
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Use of Evidence score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

Very Good

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assighment: 15

Word count: 114

T Agree f.at Mrs. Pradcledd s a Loveor. Ste clearly is & Lorvor because “Her Apron
o e s oo S s v o<y i iy o, e o e < ok

A S SGERTEAEREY /s, " or boss. 104 s of Lronctast

over i, foast-crumbs and fea stains and splofcles of dried egg-yol” He also said, "Sie never

smiled. Ste never welcomed us when she wend .

- Sava, Grade b

«  Sarawrites 114 words and can score a 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.
«  Shereceives a score of 2 because she describes what she notices in only one piece of
evidence that she includes.

«  Saradoes not describe what she notices in the three quotes that she includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 3

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 140

Tt s easy fo Agree witl, Danl et Mrs. Pradclett is a Lovvor because of +ie way Le

describes Ler.

_ SeCOv\dly, Ler Lands were "black witl, dird and gr}W\e." Ste stould be WAsLing em

because signs always say that employees slould wasl, Lands. T 4ymic o yOu Ave sC00ping out Candy

wittout gloves, you slould definitely wasl, your hands, but T guess she does not Hlimic so. Aiso, "Unless

you spent 4 wiole sixpence All n one 9o, ske wouldn't give you 4 bag Tnstead you got your sweets

Jwisted up m 4 small piece of v\ewspaper."

- Benjamin, Grade 6

«  Benjamin writes 138 words and can score a 4, 3, 2, or 1in Use of Evidence.
*  Hereceives a score of 3 because he explains the importance of words and phrases in two of the three
pieces of evidence he includes.

« Headds another direct quote, then describes what he notices in this quote.

«  Benjamin does not describe what he notices in the last quote that he includes, and does not make it clear
to the reader why this quote is important.
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Use of Evidence score of 4

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 188

Cons}der]v\g all e details Darl uses, T Agree $.at Mrs. Pradcledd was a ‘Lorror.!
First of all, $le ways sie looked was like something out of 4 Lorvor movie. _

G A €A S0 S SHEAANER P ARAAIA N, Do soys e L am apr

fLat was “3rey And greasy. Her blouse Lad bits of breakfast all over i}, foasi-crumbs and
tea stains and splofcles of dried egg-yolk.” So now you Lave a witcl witl, divty clotles and
stinky old beeakfast Lood all over. That is wnsanitary because Ler egg yolk could Lall n fle

- Kava, Grade 6

«  Kara writes 188 words and can score a4, 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.

«  Shereceives a score of 4 because she draws the reader’s attention to important words and phrases in all
of the evidence she includes.

«  She adds another quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.
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Rubrics and exemplars: Seventh grade

Amplify Focus rubric
Definition of Focus: To select one specific moment or idea, and to exclusively write about this moment or idea.

Responses to Red Scarf Girl & Narrative

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 95 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 130 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. oridea. oridea.

Note: In the Amplify classroom, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify
teachers periodically score this low-stakes writing and use the results of these formative assessments
to adjust and differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must
demonstrate proficiency across a variety of writing assignments.
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Focus score of 1

Needs Work

Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

130 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 74

Befire 4ue seavcs of b bowss by e Red qusrds, Tt fif very k. "Unil e

aundition T felt like le (uckiest girl in +e world” (The Liberation Arw\y Dancer, 30). -
Anotier $ime Ji-1i feld fervible was wien Ler fatier fold Ler she <ould not audifion
for tie Central Libevation Army Avits AcndeW\y. Ste was most upset when she found out

Lev 9rl\nd-(:d\+[,\er was A (andlord.

= Lindsay, Grade ¥

«  Writes 74 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1 in Focus.

* Receives a score of 1 because almost none of the sentences refer to the same moment or idea.
* Includes one direct quote that supports her idea.

« Adds sentences that do not refer to her idea about Ji-li's feelings about her home.
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Focus score of 2

Needs Work

Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

130 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 80

T s e S 3 A e A GO, B e e, T
says, “T loved our +op—floor voom” (Tie Liberation Arwxy Dancer, 66). _
bk iy e ot o o i b, Al o sk s omplio, i #pbone

was A mess. The middle of e floor was sfrewn witl, $le contents of e overfurned clests

and drawers=" (A Searcl, in Passing, 19).

- Patrick, Grade F

+  Writes 80 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1 in Focus.
*  Receives a score of 2 because all the sentences he writes refer to his idea regarding
Ji-li's feelings about her home before and after the search.

* Includes two direct quotes that clearly support his idea.
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Focus score of 3

1 Needs Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Getting Better Very Good

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

130 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 143

“Mm\y did not Lave a bativoom ad all or even 4 flust, foiled
and very few Lad a {ull=size batlwooms flat they did not Lave to sharve witl, ofler families”
(Tb\e Liberation AVW\Y Do\ncar, 66).

T once had 4 friend who LAd Ler Louse broken nfo wihen she wasn'd Lome and sie feld

violated +oo. Stie lives on Robin Road and 5 Louses on Ler street got broken wdto.
-Amanda, Grade F

«  Writes 109 words and is eligible for a score of 4, 3, 2 or 1 in Focus.

«  Receives a score of 3 because she clearly states her idea regarding Ji-li's feelings about her house before
and after the search, and most sentences elaborate on her idea.

» Includes one direct quote that supports her idea.

« Adds sentences that do not refer to her idea about Ji-li's feelings about her home.

Amplify. | Amplify ELA



Extending learning | Student work collection and rubrics

Focus score of 4

1 Needs Work

Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or

Student writes

a minimum of

130 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment

moment or idea. idea. idea. oridea.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 180

“T loved our top—floor voom. A luge Frencl, window

and 4 Ligh <eiling made it bright all year round, warmer during the Winter and cooler in flie

summer. [] our voom Was 4en fimes as b}g As many of my classmadtes' Lomes.” _

“The apariment was a mess. The middle of fle floor was strewn widl, fle contents of fle

overfurned clests and drawers. [] And e stamp album was gone Lovever. (A Seavcl,

Passing, 1)

- Steven, Grade 7

Writes 180 words and is eligible to receive a score of 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.
Receives a score of 4 because every sentence refers back to and helps to develop his idea about Ji-li's

feelings about her home before and after the search.

Includes two direct quotes that support his idea.
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Amplify Use of Evidence rubric
Definition of Use of Evidence: Selecting and describing quoted or paraphrased details

from a text to develop and support an idea.

Responses to Red Scarf Girl & Narrative

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Note: In the Amplify classroom, students frequently practice writing in class for 10—-15 minutes.

Amplify teachers periodically score this low-stakes writing and use the results of these formative assessments

to adjust and differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must

demonstrate proficiency across a variety of writing assignments.
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Use of Evidence score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or

Student writes a

minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices

Student writes a

minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he

or she notices in
all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

she notices in pieces in some pieces of

of textual evidence textual evidence that
that he or she he or

includes. she includes.

in most of the pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Assignment: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 76

Ji=li 4alks a lof about Ler Louse and Ler family. Sie says, "I love our fop=
Lloor voom."(TLe Liberation Arw\y Dancer, 66> "MAV\Y did not Lave a batiroom at
all or even & flusl, foilet and very few Lad a full=size batirooms that they did not
have fo shave witl, ofker families” (Tue Liberation Avmy Dancer, 66) Ste also says,
"My family was also special in anotler way.” (Tie Liberation ArMy Dancer, 6%). Tn
paragrapl, 10 ste says, “T feld like fhe uckiest girl in fhe world”.

- Rebecca, Grade 3

«  Writes 76 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1in Use of Evidence.
*  Receives a score of 1 because she does not describe what she notices in any of the evidence she includes.
«  Strings together four quotes without describing what she notices in any of the quotes.
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Use of Evidence score of 2

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or

she includes.

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most of the pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Assignment: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.

Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang
Number of minutes spent on the assighment: 15

Word count: 76

Before 41e searcl, Ji-ti said, *T loved our top=floor voom” (Tie Liberation Avrmy
Dancer, 66). "I felt like he uckiest girl in the world” (The Liberation Army Dancer, 30).

Bud ater te seavcly, Tt fett violates. [LFeAS i T RAd Becn Sivipped maked i public’’

= Jeremy, Grade 7

«  Writes 76 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1 in Use of Evidence.

*  Receives a score of 2 because he describes what he notices in one of the quotes he includes.

+  Misses the opportunity to excel because he does not describe what he notices in the two other quotes he

includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 3

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or

Student writes a

minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a

minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he

or she notices in
all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

in most of the pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Assignment: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 180

Before tre searci, Jivti saie, [ Tliovediane Hap=fioar vaom ATRige French iindow and]

After e searcl she says, “fie apariment was a mess (A Searcl, in Passing, 19).
She adds, “tue stamp album was gone forever (A Searci, in Passing, 121)," meaning that
it was vuined. She Lad alveady said that Ler stamp collection was very special o Ler and
now it is frast. Ste uses fhe word “fovever” fo show fat dLis is permanent, she is very upset

that Ler precious stamps will never be fle same.

- Saval, Grade F

Writes 180 words and is eligible for a score of 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.
Receives a score of 3 because she skillfully draws the reader’s attention to particular words and phrases in

two out of three pieces of evidence she includes.

Adds another direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

Misses the opportunity to excel in Use of Evidence because she does not describe what she notices in one
of the quotes that she includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 4

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or

Student writes a

minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a

minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he

or she notices in
all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

in most of the pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Assignment: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 194

Ad e start of frea Cultural Revolution Ji-li felt proud of Ler Lowe, but affer ie

seavcl, she felt ashamed. Tn fhe beginning, Ji-li vaved about Ler Louse- _
Bativoom With each oiiher, And she Appreciafes fiis laxiry: | After te seavct, Jicti says, "Al

my treasures weve scatfered on fle floor,” meaning fhe fthings that ave fle most special 4o

embaccasad for collsching frem and evn e ashoned for being sttt Hogg v gom. T

's pride Lor Ler Lome befove fLe searcl, furns fo siame afder fle searcl,

- Se,o\V\, Grade F

«  Writes 194 words and is eligible for a score of 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.

»  Receives a score of 4 because he describes what he notices in every piece of included evidence;
he emphasizes particular phrases from the text and explains the significance of those words.

+ Adds another direct quote, then describes what he notices in this quote.
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Rubrics and exemplars: Eighth grade

Amplify Use of Evidence rubric
Definition of Focus: To select one specific moment or idea, and to exclusively write about this moment or idea.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment
oridea.

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment
oridea.

Student writes

a minimum of

140 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Note: In the Amplify classroom, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify
teachers periodically score this low-stakes writing and use the results of these formative assessments

to adjust and differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must
demonstrate proficiency across a variety of writing assignments.
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Focus score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 105 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 140 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment precise moment same precise moment
moment or idea. or idea. or idea. oridea.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 105

_ He wrote a letter fo +1e auttor of fre New—England

Courant fo fell fLeiv veaders, +at Le infends o present Hlem stories fo enterdain trem. He was
discribing Low fle people ave unwilling eitler fo commend or dispraise wihat -I-L\ey vead. People
don't care wiat fley read or wio fhe autlor is. Like if he autlor is ricl, poor, old, young, 4

sclolar, or & leatler apron man. Ben grew wp With A minister after Lis pavents wend fo Boston.

- Victoria, Grade 8

«  Writes 105 words and is eligible for a score of 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

* Receives a score of 1 because almost none of the sentences refer to the same moment or idea.

« Adds sentences that do not refer to her idea about the character being likable because she is a
woman, including references to readers not caring about the author and biographical information
about Franklin himself.
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Focus score of 2

1 Needs Work

Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment

or idea.

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment

or idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

140 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 97

_ He says that "W\y enfrance nto s froublesome world was atdended

witl, the deatl, of my fatier.” (Franiiin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o +1e New-

England Courant” 5). He says 4uis 50 e veaders will have some sympaty for Silence and

This is Low we know +Lat Franklin was -[—ry'mg 4o create a likkeable clhavacter.

~Hector, Grade &

»  Writes 97 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1in Focus.

«  Receives a score of 2 because all the sentences he writes refer to his idea about Franklin creating a likable
character by writing about Dogood's past experiences so readers will sympathize with her.
« Includes one direct quote that supports his idea.
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Focus score of 3

Needs Work

Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment
oridea.

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment
oridea.

Student writes

a minimum of

140 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 142

_ Franklin says “in the meantime desiving your veaders to exercise thei
patience, and bear witl, my Lumors now and -(-L\ev\..."(FrAv\kﬁv\, "Silence D0500d's Fiest Letter
b e NewErtans et ), HE R A T 10

_ “My enfrance into 4iis droublesome world was atdended witl +le deatl,
of my fatler, a misfortune...(Frankiin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o +e New—England

Corcont” 5. i s Ty s bt bocouse ' st o b dnd o i g
_ but i also makes e veaders feel bad for Lim. Wien fle readers feel

bad for Lim it makes them want o keep reading. Franklin was {rying fo create a likeable

character by using Lumor, infelligence, and life stories.

- Cecilia, Grade 8

«  Writes 142 words and is eligible for a score of 4, 3, 2 or 1in Focus.

«  Receives a score of 3 because she clearly states her idea about Franklin's character being likable, and
most sentences elaborate on her idea.

» Includes two direct quotes that support her idea.
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Focus score of 4

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 105 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 140 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment precise moment same precise moment
moment or idea. or idea. or idea. oridea.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood'’s First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 224

R RHUEEHEUATa LB TG W s says "My ambeomse it i Hroublsors

world was afdended witl, fhe deatl, of my fadier, a misfortune, wiick lough T was not
then capable of knowing, T skall never be able 4o forged” (Franiiin, “Sitence Dogood's Fivst

Letter 4o e New-Erglans Con ot 5) (RN
ronders fe b o o ey migh sk st 4o Wit sk s 4 syt Al e i sl

oAbt T mighd wo longer be a clarge fo my indigent modler, wio was put o Lard stifts
for a lving”(Frankiin, "Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o te New-England Courant’') -

e rncier o works for et oy deserve, moh o kv o bonded 40 e, 5

trough Franklins words of Dogood's [ife fhe reader can fell Le was trying fo create a likable

chavacter for fle veaders o velate witl,

~James, Grade 8

«  Writes 224 words and is eligible to receive a score of 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

»  Receives a score of 4 because every sentence refers back to and helps to develop his idea about Franklin's
character being likable.

« Includes two direct quotes that support his idea.
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Amplify Use of Evidence rubric

Definition of Use of Evidence: Selecting and describing quoted or paraphrased details from a text to develop

and support an idea.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Note: In the Amplify classroom, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify

teachers periodically score this low-stakes writing and use the results of these formative assessments

to adjust and differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must

demonstrate proficiency across a variety of writing assignments.
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Use of Evidence score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or

she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 60

You can fell Le was +r>4'm9 fo make a likable character because, You can +EI Le was

trying to velate foo people. Talking about problems from Ler clildlood like When Ler dad died,

and stuff tuat botlers everyone. T 41inK Le was drying o Make points so people would stand

up and take 4 stand in what they believe in.

-Amnabelle, Grade 8

+  Writes 60 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1in Use of Evidence.
» Receives a score of 1 because she does not describe what she notices in the piece of textual

evidence she includes.

«  Onlyincludes a vague paraphrase from the text and does not describe what she
notices about that paraphrase.
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Use of Evidence score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or

she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood'’s First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin

Number of minutes spent on the assighment: 12

Word count: 87

Franklin wanted people 4o like fhe character Silence Dogood. Silence Dogood fold

about Ler (ife from wien ske was born and n fle fext it says _
15 Very sad And Would make pesple feel sovry for e and people would start fLinking she is

a wice character. Tlis is one reason Wiy people would fhink Silence Dogood was a likable

claracter.

—jerome, Grade 8

«  Writes 87 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1in Use of Evidence.

«  Receives a score of 2 because he describes what he notices in the direct quote he includes.
«  Misses the opportunity to excel because he only writes 87 words and does not describe the included
quote further or include other evidence.
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Use of Evidence score of 3

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in
all pieces of textual

that he or
she includes.

evidence that he or
she includes.

he or she includes. he or she includes.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 130

Franklin was -(-ry'mg {o make A likable claracter by giving Ler A sad bACks-[»ory And
likable personality so fhat people would sympatiize with Ler and like Ler. The story was, -

readers eellbad far e And listenaller] He made Sitence 4o be polite by saying, T wi

not abuse your patience with, 4 fedious recital of all +1e frivolous accidents of my (ife...”
(Frankiin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o te New-England Courant” 8). Tiis means fnat
Silence didn't want e veader fo fake 00 much, fime veading about Ler and more fime
veading the important things she had fo say.

- Tvina, Grade 8

«  Writes 130 words and is eligible for a score of 3, 2, or 1in Use of Evidence.

*  Receives a score of 3 because she skillfully draws the reader’s attention to particular details in both of the
pieces of evidence she includes.

* Includes a direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

« Adds another direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

»  Misses the opportunity to excel in Use of Evidence because she does not write more or more thoroughly
explain what she notices in the quotes she includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 4

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 140 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 205

Franklin created a likable character, Silence DOgOOd- T can {ell by Low in fle letder

Franklin seems fo create a sob story almost, as stown in the following, _

And Le Also aclieves this as shown n, "L will not abuse your

patience witl, a fedious vecital of all le frivolous accidents of my (ife, tat Lappened from
tuis fime undit T aevived 4o years of discredion...(Frankiin, "Silence Dogood's First Ledder

Y 9
{0 tte New-England Couvant” £). Wien you're reading fle letder, it makes you feel fLat
Silence is 4 very imnocent woman, wio Las 4 kind front despite Ler many years of misery.
Someone Who Las survived that mucl, makes them Lonorable in otlers eyes. The same
thoughts must Lave gone through Franklin's Lead as well, because Le used +hese defails fo
create a ikable clhavacter.

= Vincent, Grade 8

Writes 205 words and is eligible for a score of 4, 3, 2, or 1in Use of Evidence.
Receives a score of 4 because he describes what he notices in every piece of included evidence, making
insightful inferences based on the included evidence.

Adds another direct quote, then describes what he notices in this quote.
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Rubrics and exemplars: Personal narratives

Amplify Focus rubric
Definition of Focus: To select one specific moment or idea, and to exclusively write about this moment or idea.

Sixth grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work 2 Getting Better 3 Very Good 4 Great Work
Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 105 words minimum of 140 words
and almost none of the and some sentences and most sentences and all sentences refer
sentences refer to the refer to the same precise | refer to the same precise | to the same precise
same precise moment moment or idea. moment or idea. moment or idea.
or idea.

Seventh grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work 2 Getting Better 3 Very Good 4 Great Work
Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 115 words minimum of 150 words
and almost none of the and some sentences and most sentences and all sentences refer
sentences refer to the refer to the same precise | refer to the same precise | to the same precise
same precise moment moment or idea. moment or idea. moment or idea.
or idea.

Eighth grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work 2 Getting Better 3 Very Good 4 Great Work
Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 125 words minimum of 160 words
and almost none of the and some sentences and most sentences and all sentences refer
sentences refer to the refer to the same precise | refer to the same precise | to the same precise
same precise moment moment or idea. moment or idea. moment or idea.
or idea.

Note: When using the Amplify curriculum, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify teachers
periodically score this low-stakes student writing and use the results of these formative assessments to adjust and
differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must demonstrate proficiency across
a variety of writing assignments. As seen above, the students’ Focus scores are based on higher word count requirements in
each grade, requiring students to engage with the skill more deeply as they progress through middle school. The examples
provided list seventh grade word count requirements.
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Focus score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 125 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 160 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. oridea. oridea.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 175

T just finished soccer practice and T Lad learned 4 scissor kick, wiyicl, was veally

Lard for me. T+ was jvm‘ an ordinary Wednesday wight, cool and perfect for a y\cm}.

My dad was n the garage fixing my purple bike and T was _ Then &
brilliant, beyond infelligent (deA popped i Wy head! T leapt wp and did 4 4wirl. T sped walked

o the screen door and called to my younger sister. Ste was eating 4 sandwicl, and fexting
her friend. _ and decided to Lave a sandwicl, foo. Tlhen our brofler came down

and fold us Le was gong 4o a friend's Louse.

T {old my sister my idea was o build 4 birdlouse but sie didn't want fo. Ste said

we stkould go _ so we decided to do flat. We got veally Lot and came
nside o - Our mom fold us fLat ske was going fo the grocery store so we fold Ler fo

bb\y some |Ce Cream,

- Melissa, Grade F

*  Writes 175 words and is eligible for a score of up to 1, 2, 3, or 4 in Focus.
e Scores albecause almost every sentence refers to a new moment or idea.
« Lists seven different moments instead of elaborating on one moment.
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Focus score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 125 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 160 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment or same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. idea. oridea.

Writing Prompt: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assighnment: 15
Word count: 168

One fime in art class T Lad a veally Lard drawing assignment. Well if was a free.
cuoice but T decided 4o make it callenging because T lice & challenge every once in & wile.
_ T saw a grey wolf once af a 200 wien T went on 4
trip f0 Minnesota. We drove fo Minnesota and it took 4 really long fime, escpecially because
we Lad o keep eropp'mg so my brotier could g0 fo e batiroom. We _
T T [
{0 me and _ Stle was doing A 9veo\+ 305 and fhe shell looked per{»‘ec-{-.
_ Once T made a dreawing of a cat and e wiole face

looked Yeﬂ\l\y good.

- Trevor, Q—M\de 3

«  Writes 168 words and is eligible to receive a score of 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.
«  Scores a 2 because six of the 11 sentences he writes refer to the moment when he is drawing the grey wolf.

* Includes details from many events that are separate from the drawing instead of exclusively elaborating
on the drawing.
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Focus score of 3

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 125 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 160 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment or same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. idea. oridea.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 213

My new next door neighbor moved into Ler apartment. Tle people that moved out were
veally nice but they had fo wove to California for fieiv jobs- Tb\ey live n LA now and T

want 4o visit them.

- Samantia, Grade F
«  Writes 213 words and is eligible to receive a 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.
«  Scores a 3 because most sentences refer back to the moment of lifting the heavy box.

* Includes unnecessary background information.
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Focus score of 4

H

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment

or idea.

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 125 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment

or idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

160 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 179

= Jonatian, Grade ¥

mile race.

Writes 179 words and is eligible for a score of 1, 2, 3, or 4 in the skill of Focus.
Scores a 4 because every sentence refers to the precise moment of running the last 200 feet of a

Does not include any off-topic sentences to distract from the moment.

Amplify. | Amplify ELA




Extending learning | Student work collection and rubrics

Rubrics and exemplars: biography and literature

Amplify Showing rubric
Definition of Showing: says: Showing is using descriptive details to create a vivid picture in the reader’s mind.

Sixth grade Showing rubric

1 Needs Work 2 Getting Better 3 Very Good 4 Great Work

Student writes a minimum Student writes a minimum Student writes a minimum Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and none of the | of 50 words and some of the | of 105 words and most of the | of 140 words and all of the
entry contains precise and entry contains precise and entry contains precise and entry contains precise and
descriptive observations to | descriptive observationsto | descriptive observations to descriptive observations to
create a vivid picture in the create a vivid picture inthe | create a vivid picture in the create a vivid picture in the
reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind.

Seventh grade Showing rubric

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good 4 Great Work
Student writes a minimum Student writes a minimum | Student writes a minimum Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and none of the of 50 words and some of 115 words and most of the | of 150 words and all of the
entry contains precise and of the entry contains entry contains precise and entry contains precise and
descriptive observations to precise and descriptive descriptive observations to descriptive observations to
create a vivid picture in the observations to create a create a vivid picture in the create a vivid picture in the
reader’s mind. vivid picture in the reader’s | reader's mind. reader’s mind.

mind.

Eighth Grade Showing rubric

1 Needs Work 2 Getting Better 3 Very Good 4 Great Work
Student writes @ minimum Student writes a minimum | Student writes a minimum | Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and none of the of 50 words and some of the | of 125 words and most of 160 words and all of the
entry contains precise and entry contains precise and of the entry contains entry contains precise and
descriptive observations to descriptive observations to | precise and descriptive descriptive observations to
create a vivid picture in the create a vivid picture inthe | observations to create a create a vivid picture in the
reader’s mind. reader’s mind. vivid picture in the reader’'s | reader’'s mind.

mind.

Note: When using the Amplify curriculum, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify teachers
periodically score this low-stakes student writing and use the results of these formative assessments to adjust and
differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must demonstrate proficiency across a
variety of writing assignments. As seen above, the students’ Showing scores are based on higher word count requirements
in each grade, requiring students to engage with the skill more deeply as they progress through middle school. The examples
provided list Seventh grade word count requirements.
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Showing score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 minimum of 115 minimum of 150

and none of the entry words and some of words and most of words and all of the
contains precise the entry contains the entry contains entry contains precise
and descriptive precise and descriptive precise and descriptive and descriptive
observations to create observations to create observations to create observations to create
a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the
reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 50

Last Wednesday, October 14 T was frying 4o learn a lacrosse frick. My sister
was outside but she was wot playing with me. Ske wanted me fo fake 4 walk with, Ler.

T was frying o learn fle frick but T could not do if. My dog came outside foo.

- Peter, Grade 3

«  Writes 60 words and is eligible to receive a 2 or 1 in Showing.
« Scores albecause the entry includes no precise or descriptive observations: student does not
incorporate strong verbs, sensory detail, internal dialogue to create a picture in the reader’s mind.
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Showing score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work
Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 minimum of 115 minimum of 150
and none of the entry words and some of words and most of words and all of the
contains precise the entry contains the entry contains entry contains precise
and descriptive precise and descriptive precise and descriptive and descriptive
observations to create observations to create observations to create observations to create
a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the
reader’s mind. reader’'s mind. reader's mind. reader’s mind.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 77

T went Lorse baci riding for e second fime wien T was 12. T went 4o a farm on
Oaic Street in Silverfon that Lad clickens and goats. T saw a Lorse fhat T wanted 4o vide
near a fence. Theve was a lady near the Lovse wlo said, e you want to vide this one you
need o be experienced with, Lorses.” T said T was experienced And I - fre Lorse. T4

was named Dﬂ\]sy.

- Emma, Grade 7

+  Writes 77 words and is eligible to receive a 2 or 1in Showing.

« Scores a 2 because she incorporates one strong verb and one line of dialogue, which help to create a
picture in the reader’'s mind.

+  Uses dialogue toillustrate the interaction between herself and the lady near the horse.

«  Uses a strong verb, which provides a precise description of her action.
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Showing score of 3

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 minimum of 115 minimum of 150

and none of the entry words and some of words and most of words and all of the
contains precise the entry contains the entry contains entry contains precise
and descriptive precise and descriptive precise and descriptive and descriptive
observations to create observations to create observations to create observations to create
avivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the
reader’s mind. reader’'s mind. reader's mind. reader’s mind.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 154

Lis summer, e comping deep in 4 REEREREERINGEARRVEEIRTH,

wanted {0 go canoeing n the |Aake near our summer cotfage. Wien we go camping we Always

br'mg e kayaks and canoes down 4o fLe sand so we Can Canoe Wlhenever We WAnT. -

RN A AR ARG AE SRR BRSATEHGE e g on o 8 focicts and T ot

te oavs. T sat in a canoe witl, my Cousin and we started faliking. My brotler and mom were
n fhe ofler canoe and we all sfarted paddieing out info fle middle of {Le lake. My arms
were acking from continually paddieing the oars in and out of e lake water. My stoulders
felt like they were 4 windmill on 4 windy day. Fatigue skot through my muscles.

- Jacob, Grade 7

«  Writes 154 words and is eligible to receive a 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Showing.

«  Scores a 3 because most of the entry contains precise and descriptive observations, which help create a
vivid picture in the reader’'s mind.

* Uses phrases that clarify his unique observations while in the woods.

« Includes descriptive details that allow the reader to feel the sensations in the student’s arms, shoulders,
and muscles.

«  Piece would have been stronger if the student had taken one of the strong phrases listed above and
expanded on it. For example, if the entire piece of writing had described all the ways the canoe was a
“heavy beast,” the student would have had the opportunity to include a larger variety of sensory details,
strong verbs, and dialogue.
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Showing score of 4

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work
Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 minimum of 115 minimum of 150
and none of the entry words and some of words and most of words and all of the
contains precise the entry contains the entry contains entry contains precise
and descriptive precise and descriptive precise and descriptive and descriptive
observations to create observations to create observations to create observations to create
a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the
reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind.

Writing Prompt: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 221

Tie frisbee was coming fowards me, closer, closer. T wobbled n fLe Leated aiv, left
than right than lefd; it filted. The sun skone its bright rays info my eyes causing me fo
sguint. Somewlere in front of me, T Leard Kevin yell “You got fiis!" T waided anxiously as
the white {visbee drifted closer and closer. My Leart was beating, willing myself fo make the
catel. T veacled My hands out as the frisbee made s way fo me, sWerving At first, Hhen
gong perfectly straight and then swerving again as if it Lad been spun in 4 Civcle way oo
many fimes. Time seemed o sfop as T {ried fo reacl, oud so fie {frisbee would land n my open
lhands. T foucled briefly, but didn't manage {0 grab on. The frisbe seemed fo faunt me, as
it came Crashing down fo fle ground as slow as molass running uplill. I desperatly tried fo
grab it as it fell, but my Lands vepelled fhe {risbee like 4 sfrong magnet witi, botl, fhe same
poles facing eacl, ofLer. As i {inally was about to veack, the ground, Aidan dove for i,
missing it narvowly by no less than 4 centimeder. Then it was over, gravity succeeding 4s the
white frisbee glided fo tle ground in front of my feet.

- Miclelle, Grade

*  Writes 221 words and is eligible to score a4, 3, 2, or 1 in Showing.

«  Scores a4 because every sentence is filled with precise, descriptive details that allow the reader to visualize
the moment when she misses the Frisbee.

«  Uses strong verbs to make the moment come alive.

» Includes sensory details that immerse the reader in the scene; the reader can feel and see the sun, hear
Kevin's voice, see the movement of the Frisbee, feel the beating of the student's heart, and see Aidan’s dive.

«  Chooses her words very carefully; her precise observations create a vivid picture in the reader’'s mind.
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For the student

Exemplary student essays

At the end of most Amplify units, you will take a few days to dig in and write a longer, more thought-out essay.
In these essays you will discuss many different topics and write about many different types of texts. Each
essay you write will also help you develop different writing skills. Once you master some skills, you will go on to
focus your energy on learning new ones. This means that your teacher will be scoring you in different sets of
skills on all of your different essays. You can look at the rubric for each of these skills below.

Also, included you can find examples of great essays from grades 6, 7, and 8. These essays score 4s in every
category. Find your grade and read each of the essays there. The highlighted places are where these students
did an excellent job in each skill. This will give you a real-life look at the quality of writing you'll be working

to create this year.

Rubrics
Focus
Developin - Exceeds
Needs Improvement . _p g Proficient .
Proficiency Expectations
Almost none of the sentences | Some sentences develop Most sentences develop one All sentences develop
develop one overall idea. one overall idea. overall idea. one overall idea.
Use of Evidence: Describing
Developin i Exceeds
Needs Improvement . _p & Proficient .
Proficiency Expectations
You do not describe what you You describe what you You describe what you notice in You describe what you
notice in textual evidence. notice in some pieces of | most pieces of textual evidence. notice in all pieces of
textual evidence. textual evidence.

Use of Evidence: Explaining

Developin . Exceeds
Needs Improvement . .p g Proficient .
Proficiency Expectations
You do not explain the You explain the You explain the connection You explain the
connection between the connection between between most of the evidence and | connection between all
evidence and the overall idea. | some of the evidence the overall idea. of the evidence and the
and the overall idea. overall idea.
Logical Structure: Paragraphs
Needs Developin _ Exceeds
. _p g Proficient .
Improvement Proficiency Expectations
Almost none of the Some paragraphs focus on | All paragraphs focus on a All paragraphs focus on a
paragraphs focus on a a clearly defined topic or clearly defined topic or idea. clearly defined topic or idea
clearly defined topic idea. and build on or refer to the
oridea. ideas in other paragraphs.
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Logical Structure: Introduction

1 Needs

2 Developing
Improvement

Proficiency 3 Proficient

4 Exceeds
Expectations

You include a lead that is
connected to the overall idea.

You include a lead that is
somewhat connected to
the overall idea.

You do not include an
engaging lead that is
connected to the overall
idea.

You have written a claim
statement that articulates
one overall idea.

You have written a claim
statement that somewhat
articulates one overall idea.

You have not written a claim
statement that articulates
one overall idea.

You include an engaging lead
that is closely connected to
the overall idea.

You have written a claim
statement that skillfully
articulates one overall idea.

Logical Structure: Conclusion

Needs
Improvement

Developing

Proficiency Proficient

Exceeds
Expectations

Your conclusion follows from
the overall idea and includes
a final thought.

Your conclusion somewhat
follows from the overall
idea and includes a final
thought.

Your conclusion does not
follow from the overall idea.

Your conclusion does not
include a final thought.

Your conclusion clearly
follows from the overall idea
and includes a final thought.

Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

Developing

Needs .
1 Improvement 2 Proficiency B Proficient

4 Exceeds
Expectations

There are many fragments
and/or run-ons that
prevent the reader from
understanding the writing.

Most of your sentences
are complete. Errors do
impede the reader’s ability
to understand

the writing.

Most of your sentences are
complete and punctuated
correctly. Errors might
distract the reader but do not
impede the reader’s ability to
understand the writing.

Almost all of your sentences
are complete and
punctuated correctly.

Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

Needs
improvement

Developing

. Proficient
proficiency

Exceeds
expectations

Your quotes are not
punctuated and cited
according to the Guidelines
for Citing and Punctuating a
Direct Quote.

Some of your quotes are
punctuated and cited
according to the
Guidelines for Citing and
Punctuating a Direct
Quote.

Most of your quotes are
punctuated and cited
according to the Guidelines
for Citing and Punctuating a
Direct Quote.

All of your quotes are
punctuated and cited
according to the Guidelines
for Citing and Punctuating a
Direct Quote.
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Sixth grade
Dahl & Narrative essay

Scored in:
» Focus « Logical Structure: Introduction
» Use of Evidence: Describing « Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

» Use of Evidence: Explaining

S B R S A e SRR RAATT /oo
the Adulfs are not always perfect angels n the way fley belave, _

During the “Great Mouse Plot,” Dall and Lis friends discover 4 dead mouse, wiere

they usually Lide their candy. Daul develops 4 sinister idea wien Le says to fLe oflers, NWL‘)’
don't we... slip it info one of Mrs. Pratcrett's jars of sweets? Tuen when ste puts Ler dirty
hand n fo grab a Land{ful, she'll grab a S-("mky dead mouse mstead” (Tue Great Mouse Plod,
f{-), This plan is very Cruel and mischievous. Finding te dead mouse would veally scave Mrs.

Pratcietd, and fouching it could even make Ler sick, and all fle other kids wio eat fle

conty o TGP YT
_ The ofher boys jump right on board and cheer Dall and even +hink
that e plan is “sheer genins” (Tue Great Mouse Plot, 8). _

As fue students Lead fowards e sweet-stop, Dawl also says that fLey were,
“-Premev\dws\y jazzed wp. We felt like 4 gang of desperados setting out fo vob a frain or

blow wp the sheriff's office” (The Great Mouse Plot, 4). Saying that fiey ave “jazzed wp”

s A . by v acly vry oxcited o be causing s rauble or 4 adbis, Al

"desperados” are criminals, and robbing a frain or blowing up 4 building are boti, very serious

Tuese actions stow fhad e boys cause more frouble fhan fhe adulds. They go oud of
e way 4o cause misclief and worlk fo make sure Jrkey cause +he most Larm. Tlis desive 4o

scave and slock their enemies means that fle boys ave e b}ggeﬂ drouble malers.

- Jean, Grade 6
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« Jeanwrites an _ that is closely connected to his overall idea and a _ that

skillfully articulates this idea.

+ Heincludes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece, and - the
connection between each piece and his idea.

« Allof Jean's sentences develop one overall idea.

» Almost all of his sentences are complete and punctuated correctly.
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Tom & Sherlock essay

Scored in:
+ Use of Evidence: Describing + Logical Structure: Paragraphs
» Use of Evidence: Explaining « Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

+ Logical Structure: Introduction

T4 seemed veally strange fo me fhat fleve would be flis great-paying 3ob
for "All red—Leaded men Who Are sound n body and mind and above the age of twenty-
one years - T4 seems odd for anyone o Live people just based on their Laiw color and

impoctant sten Dy 4aks abro Al e men ko s p oy and g0 4o . Pe

sa\ysl ‘Fleet Street was cloked witl red-Leaded folk. Every shade of colour tley were straw,
lemon, orange, brick, Trish-sedder, liver, C\Ay"- Seeing all 4iis defail about fhe diffevent

Bt s st e et abou e RedsHleaded leagiue af ll Suertoci Holmes says

at fhe end of tle story that “tle only possible object of fLis vatier fantastic business of
the advertisement of fle League, and the copying of fhe Encyclopaedia, must be fo get fiis
no+ over"br]gb\{ Pa\wnbroke_r out of fie way for & number of Lours every dﬂ\y- Tuis
means that fhe Red-Headed League veally Lad nothing o do witl, red haiv and it wasn't
important fhat Mr. Wilson Lad ved Laiv. His assistant was just drying 4o ged Lim out of

the skop every day and making wp tiis 3ob for a ved-Laived man was an easy way to do

S Tus i e v borving b f e . et it M Wit L s vry

- Raul, Grade b
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+  Raul writes an engaging lead that is closely connected to his overall idea and a ElgilIStatement that

skillfully articulates this idea.
«  Heincludes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece, and EXpIaINS the
connection between each piece and his idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on the ideas in the other paragraph.

- Allof Raul's quotes are PlliCtUateUINUICIEeaIaee0rding to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a

Direct Quote.
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The Greeks essay

Scored in:
» Focus + Logical Structure: Introduction
+ Use of Evidence: Describing » Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

+ Use of Evidence: Explaining

RSB EAMEAEME 2. o1 <oy . s o i e

gods and the Cyclops almost Lills Odysseus and Lis men for boasting and taunting Lim, but e gods

allow tlese Lumans 4o live n botl, cases.

S GG 7.+ ¢ o
given —Fuvel “He wilt grow big and poisoned witl, pride and fancy Limself a god’ ' _ Tuis

means that Zeus believes being proud, and seeing themselves as gods _
_ This destruction almost Lappens wihen Zeus sees the lumans using five and acting

proudly “like fhe gods flemselves” and Le becomes 50 angry LAt Le wands fo “furn dleir miserable

(it+le ball of eartl, into a cinder” but stops Limself before Le does _ Zeus only
does tiis fo see if the Lumans will eventually destroy tlemselves. _

- Wien Odysseus and Lis men are escaping from e Cyclops, Odysseus keeps +aunting
fe Cydops and boasting. This makes he Cyc\ops 50 Angry fat Le “Hore fle fop off & gread
pinnacle of vock and Lurled it at us. The vock fell just alead of our blue-painted bows” -
_ The giant vock that the Cyclops turows, lands just in front of Odysseus's boat wiicl,
But

even Almost dying doesn't stop Odysseus from being overly proud and Le yells ba\ckl T only wist, T

meaAns

could make as sure of vobbing you of [ife and breatl, and sending you fo Heu,” taunting the Cyclops

even more and making him fhrow an even bigger boulder af fleiv skip “narvowly missing tie fip of

fre. vudder” (Toe Gyclops 4ST). So fuice in 4ie story, Ocysseus's pride Almosk gets Lim and Lis.

_ Boti, of tLese clhavacters act proudly, and come very close to being

destroyed because of it

- Kytie, Grade 6

Amplify. | Amplify ELA



Extending learning | Student work collection and rubrics

- Kylie writes an ngaginglead that is closely connected to her overall idea and a BlGifTIStatement that

skillfully articulates this idea.

- Sheincludes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what she notices in each piece, and EXplaing the
connection between each piece and her idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on the ideas in the other paragraphs.

. AllKylie's quotes are Pliictlatediandicitediaceording to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a

Direct Quote.
*  Kylie's conclusion clearly follows from her overall idea and includes a _
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Seventh grade
Red Scarf Girl & Narrative essay

Scored in:
» Focus » Logical Structure: Introduction
» Use of Evidence: Describing » Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

» Use of Evidence: Explaining

“T loved our top—floor voom” ( Te Liberation AVW\y Dancer, 66), Ji-li said at 4le
begmning of fle book. AHL\OV\5L\ she says it was jvxs-F one voom otler than 4 batiroom, Ji-li

Rtk vy bty bt b o, and 4. e 1 R R a5

- “The kitchen on the (anding outside Hhe room was small, but T didn't mind. Our voom

was fen times as big as many of my classmates' Lomes, and 4 Lundred fimes brigler” (Tie

Liberation Army Dancer, 66). As shown i $le last guote, Ji-li always looked at {Le positive

tings in Lev (ife and did not Lave 4o experience te negative side of e Cubdural Revolution

That is undil 1afer on in Ler life wien ske began fo feel very unlucky and disvespected.

Ji-1i began o feel s because of Ler -FAW\Hy's "bad class status” according to fhe Cultural
Revolution (A Searcl, in Passing, 132). Theiv lives would be Loveible as long as they Lad

b . v, T it ot R e o 0 Y. 1 g s
ste feld nodt only scaved, but also full "witl, embarvassment and o\v\ger”

( A Searcy, in Passing, 124). Ste Lad felt like fhe Red Guards Lad looked tlrougl, all of
her personal and secret belongings and not vespected any of flem. “T felf as if T Lad been
stripped naked in public” (A Searcl, in Passing, 125). Ste did ot feel vespected at all 4o

f bt Hu s ot T e desrves RS

- Damian, Grade F
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- Damian writes an engaging lead that is closely connected to his overall idea and a ElgilIStatement that

skillfully articulates this idea.

«  Heincludes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece, and EXpIaINS the
connection between each piece and his idea.

« Allof Damian’s sentences develop one overall idea.

» Almost all of his sentences are complete and punctuated correctly.
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Character & Conflict essay

Scored in:
» Use of Evidence: Describing « Logical Structure: Paragraphs
» Use of Evidence: Explaining « Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

» Logical Structure: Introduction

_ One member of 4ius -(:AW\](y, Walter, wants o be e Lead of Lis -FAW\}(y And e

s St o i ot il o e sy, RO

Hre decisions in fhe Louse but Le is als0 frying 1o make Rud angry. He sees er mang decisions as an
_ Hansberry smysl "He Lands 41e boy fue coin, but Lis eyes are
divected 4o Lis wife's” _ His eyes ave looking at Ruti, _
A i i A T e i
is when "RUTH wadcres bofl, of fnem witl, murder in Ler eyes. WALTER sfands and sfares back af Ler
witt, defiance” (Act T, Scene One, 78). Tie evidence Leve stows +hat Ruth is very, very mad because

frere was "wurder” in Ler eyes. This is because Watfer is being defiant 4o ber and b is deying 4o be in
Carge st because e wanks 4o be, ot because e Hkins 1 i e vight fhing for fue wiole famity. Tuis

was e {wst obstacle for Walter to get past and Le doesn't do it in a4 great way. But now Le s veady fo

step up and do flings for fle vest of tle family.

- Wien Lindner asks Walter o fake fhe money and not move o Clybourne Park, Walter
makes e cloice that was better for fhe family, not jvxs-F for Limself. Even flougl, Walder could use
the money fowards buying the liguor store and be n clarge of Lis own business, Le says wo. He does

41is because B]g Walter “earned i for us brick by brick” (Act TIT, 14F). Tiis means fad Walfer's

My son said we was going 4o move and there am't nofling left for me o say” (Act TIT, 151). If reve's

cling 4 o Mo 4o sy, RS A < 5+ e by iy

about all of fLem and not just Limseld.

= Ming, Grade 7
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- The student writes an gngaging lead that is closely connected to the overall idea and a ClaifIStatement

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

+  The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what she notices in each piece,
and EXPIAIRS the connection between each piece and her idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on and refers to the ideas in the
other paragraph.

«  All quotes are PliCtUatEIANCICItEtIaeording to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating

a Direct Quote.
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Poetry & Poe essay

Scored in:

+ Use of Evidence: Describing + Logical Structure: Paragraphs

» Use of Evidence: Explaining  Logical Structure: Conclusion

« Logical Structure: Introduction + Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

detailed description of killing an old man, but many of tie details skow a4 mindset fhat is totally

wrational and crazy.

Tee navvator's veasons for iilling e old man don't mae any sense: Exfore fre navvator
even describes wiy Le killed $he man, Le lists he reasons Le didn' kill Lim. He wasn't inferested in
fle old man's money, he didn't Late Lim, and Le wasn't angry about sometling the man Lad done.
The naveator fells us all fLis Wihen be Wv}-(-tsl "Ob)ed {Lerve was none. Passion flLeve was none. 1
loved $le old man. He Lad never wronged we. He Lad never given me msult. For Lis gold T 1.ad wo
desive” ()] So due narrator s saying e kad no logical reason 4o iill fue man He illed Linm simply
because fhe old man's eye boflered L\’nW\I “He Lad fue eye of a vulfure a pale blue eye, with a film
over . Wienever it fell upon me, my blood ran cold; and so by degrees very gradually T made up my
mind fo faike the life of the old man..” . No sane person would ever flink about killing someone

just because they had 4 weird-looking eye but the narrator says tiis like it makes perfect sense.

ik e s definifely imagining some of fie Hings e says ave hagpening: He soys "Bt fhe beating

grew louder, louder! T foughd e Leard must burst. And now a4 new anXiety seized me the sound

would be Leard by a neighbour!” . Tuis is clearly not veally Lappening because you can't Lear

someone's Leartbeat outside of Lis or Ler body. Doctors Lave 4o use a stetloscope just fo Lear

i1, 50 A neighbor n anotler voom or building de-ﬁv\]-(-ely could not. _

_ The narcator keeps exaggerating about die Leartbeat wien Le sAysl "It grew
louder—louder—louder! And still +1e men clatied plensm\-l-ly, and smiled. Was 4 possible -I-L\e_y Leard not?

Almiglty Godl-no, wol They Leardl-tley suspectedi-tley knewl-tLey were making 4 mockery of my

et I RO - s o <o v

man's Leartbeat, because tle old man is Alveady dead and would not Lave any Leartbeat at all.
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Tle M‘Nﬂ\gl&ev\ Rule rule states +at 4o be legally nsane, "Tle Pa\r-{-y accused was (aboring

under such, 4 defect of veason, from disease of the mind, as t0 not know fhe nature and gquality of tie

TH's clear $at fle naveator of "Tie Tell-Tale Heard” is not accurately describing

events because Le does not Lave a firm grip on veality, and flevefore could be considered insane.

Even tlougl, we usually count on a naveator's perspective for a veliable description, s is not flee

€ase i duis shory. Tnskead, readers need 4o frust 4heiv oun instincis about wiat is veally going on.

- Saval, Grade 3

+  The student writes an _ that is closely connected to the overall idea and a - _

that skillfully articulates one overall idea.

«  The student includes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what she notices in each piece, and
- the connection between each piece and her idea.

- Each paragraph focuses on a ElEaryiderinedidea and builds on and refers to the ideas in the other
paragraph.

«  All quotes are PlifiCtUatEOIaNCICItEaIaCEOrdINg to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a Direct Quote.

»  The student’s conclusion clearly follows from the overall idea and includes a _
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Eighth grade
World War Il & Narrative essay

Scored in:

» Focus « Logical Structure: Conclusion

» Use of Evidence: Describing « Logical Structure: Paragraphs

» Use of Evidence: Explaining « Conventions: Sentence Completion and Punctuation

» Logical Structure: Introduction

_ Tn s S-{-ory, G—o’mg So\o, Roald Dall describes fle guirky belLaviors of
several of fle people he meets wiile fraveling i Afvica. Two of fiese odd clavacters are U.N.

Savory and Major Grifis. DARIdeseribes Bt of Hiese men s bekaving 5o sivangely Hhat]
s peaple auld HIA iy Wiere SompIEFEIRSARE Runving naed avound 4 stip, spriniding salt

on fheiv stoulders, fhese men are, as Dawl would say, “completely dotty” (The Voyage Out, 33).

avound fhe deck of fle skip. Dawl wrides, “Suddenly, tle figure of 4 naked man, naked as a

jungle ape, went swoosking past the port-iole,” not just telling us that Major Griffitis is naked,

15 compaving i 4o 2 e (T Vogage O 5). UGS
 chovacte 1o a 2pe, oty e descrling ek parion a Wi, anciie, o wid. D

cerdainly goes on fo describe MAjov Griffitls n all of frese ways. On MAjov Griffitl's next

naked (ap around 4le ship he actually mvites Dawl 4o o Lim saying, 'Come along, my boy!
Come and Pin me in A canter! Blow some sea aw nto your lungs!” (Tre Voyage Oud, 9). -

iching in Wiy Ciilied pEsplE WO WoR Bt e craziest tring about Major Griffitis is

even though Le expects everyone to be comfortable with Lim being so odd, Le is otally offended

by sometiing very normal flat Daul does. Dail wrides +lat wien e slightly nsults the game of
polo, “Tie Major's stave switcled suddenly 4o a fierce glare and Le sfopped chewing. He glaved
at me witl, such, confempt and Lorvor, and Lis £ace went so crimson, T fhoughd Le might be

going 4o Lave a seizuve’ (The Voyage Oud, 20). Usually a “fierce glare” and “confempt” would

only be reactions o sometling really awful, like insulding someone's family, _
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- Wiile Danl and UN. Savory are dressing for dimner one wight Dall writes dat Le

watched UN. Savory reacl, “info Lis sponge=bag and {ake out a small carfon” and 1.af Le
“foolc f1e lid off fle carfon and dipped Lis fingers nfo . The fingers came out witl, 4 pinci,

of wiite powder or crystals, and tiyis stuff Le proceeded fo sprinkle very carefully over fle

shoulders of Lis dimmer—jacket” (Tre Voyage Oud, 6. _
_ when Le describes Lis veaction saying, “Suddenly T was fully
alert. Wiat on eartl, was te man wp 407" (Tie Voyage Oud, $%). Tie fact $at Daul's
reaction comes in te form of & question Skows fhat ke is very confused and sees s man.
_ Now 14 would seem 41,44 UN. Sa\vory LAS A P"‘—HY good eXplAV\A-HoV\ of why he
sprinkles powder on Lis shoulders when i ader furns out Le wears 4 wig and Le says “No one's
going 4o suspect me of wearing a wig if Tve got dandruff, ave ley?” (Tie Voyage Oud, 128).

- 4o g0 -H.‘rov\gl.\ Al +lis trouble of -{-v}ck}v\g people. Dauwl writes, T staved ad Lim. The man

wns staccving oy HERADA A VTAREMENIETEE) (T oy O,

140). He atso says T flew out of fre cabin and stut e door’” (Tie Voyage Out, 142). Tie

fact te Danl “flew” out of tle cabin, and didn't just walk casually, _

Boti, of tuese clavacters, along witty many oflers Dall meeds, slow some

extremely strange behavior. UN. Savory's and Major Geiffitis's quivks ave so strange, that

= Miguel, Grade 8

*  Miguel writes an _ that is closely connected to his overall idea and a _ that

skillfully articulates this idea.

- Heincludes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece, and EXpIaINS the
connection between each piece and his idea.

- Each paragraph focuses on a ElEaryiderinedidea and builds on and refers to the ideas in the other
paragraph.

« Allof Miguel's sentences develop one overall idea.

« Almost all of his sentences are complete and punctuated correctly.

- Miguel’s conclusion clearly follows from the overall idea and includes a [iiGINOUEN-
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Biography & Literature essay

Scored in:
+ Use of Evidence: Describing « Logical Structure: Paragraphs
» Use of Evidence: Explaining « Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

Ben Frandin was a brilliant writer with important messages, but he kad 4o be very.
s o bt g pubises and o ek pope o Tokn o ot b ot o sy i e
he needed fo be (ikable fo Lis audience so Le creafed and alfer ego _
_ The ardicle fells us -(»L\o\-Pl “By creating Mrs. Silence DOgOOd, Franklin
mvented what became fhe guintessential genre of American foliesy Lumor” -
_ Tt word “qm'w&essevx-(-'w\\" means that Franilin's writing
o prbty ot v B ARG 5 ARSI AR
vumor. The autior again says Low great and clever Franklin's style with, Silence Dogood was

When -H\ey write +hat Ler "wicked liddle msights poke flrougl the pretensions of fie elife and

fe otis of everydoy e ERREERRERESTERERIDRRIR) T e 00

that Franklin managed o write as a funny character wio could still say important things.

Feanklin also created Silence D0300d out of & need 4o trick lis brother nto publisking Lis
papers. The article says that "Franklin knew a4 Lis brofler would never knowingly print Lis
pieces. So one night Le imvented 4 pseudonym, disguised Lis handWriting, and slipped an essay
under e printing Louse door” _ This shows us
that beyond just writing with 4 great style, Franklin could also think of clever ways to get
bis writing out tuere. He loew tuat Lis brotuer was anotier major obstacte fo people seeing.
s writing, 50 ke did What Le Lad to 4o overcome fhat obstacte
Franklin's ability 4o find clever ways to overcome obstacles also Lelped.
_ He became very interested in electricity aftfer seeing fhe

demonstration o-F A “sc'.ev\-[-}-ﬁc SL\OWW\AV\” w0 "per-(:orw\ed e(ec+r]c}+y ‘{'Y}Cks, by CYeﬂ\'{'}ng

stafic electricity by vubbing 4 glass fube and drawing sparks from fe feet of a boy

smart enougl to see that electricity could be mucl, more mportant than just “$ricks” and

so Le set out fo learn more. He said L{.W\sel{i “T never was before engaged i any study lat

i dotaty engrossed my atontion” (RS S+ i 510

that Franklin was very committed fo learning everything Le could about electricity -
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_ The andor of ie ardicle, Walter Isancson, says dat “Franklin was fe
Per—(:ec-{— person {o furn elec-{-r]c}-{-y Lrom a parlor rick wnfo a science. That fask demanded

not A matiematical or theoredical sclolar, but instead a clever and ngenious person Wio Lad

b oty o perorm pracica et (EARERSFERREESERAEI) T
evidence describes Franilin as “clever,” “ingenious,” and “practical” _
_ Walter Tsaacson even says that "Part of Franklin's importance

as a sCientist was the clear writing Le employed” slowing that the fwo tlings can be very
i Tsnncin, P i Seinfs? 6. Femtin s el e buconss of b5

- Robev-{—, Grade 8

+  Robertincludes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what he notices in each piece, and -
the connection between each piece and his idea.

- Each paragraph focuses on a ElGarijidefinedides 2and builds on the ideas in the other paragraphs.

- All of Robert's quotes are BlliCIUatEOIANGICIEEUIaEOraINg to the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating a

Direct Quote.
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Science & Science Fiction essay

Scored in:
» Focus  Logical Structure: Paragraphs
» Use of Evidence: Describing « Conventions: Punctuation and Citation of Direct Quotes

+ Use of Evidence: Explaining

otber bumans, because Victor Frankensiein designed bim tuat way. Wien Vietor planned

his creation, Le aspived fo “give (ife fo an animal as complex and wonderful as man," so Le

"began tle creation of A Luman being” (Gv'.w\ly 36). Victor wanted 4o create a “complex”

being +hat could fhink, feel, and accomplisi, all of e "wonderful” hings that 4 Luman can

_ Later, when Victor veflects on fhis decision, Le is upset $hat “in 4

£t of enfrusiastic madness” Le "created a vational creature” (Gv}w\ly 189). _

crombwt xabinal, Vicar scsssefuly mads 4 Sremfoe a2 ompet a2 b biin, B

tlough the creature's ability o tlink for Limself would eventually become tie fhing that

Victor i mozt torriying abost tim, ARG R AT A A

- Ween Victor first belolds Lis creation, Le calls him inbuman names like “wredcl,”

“monster,” and “diabolical corpse""‘é\v\d describes the uanatural appearance of fLe creature's

eyes saying “if eyes fley may be called” (Gv'.w\ly Yy-y5), By vefusing 4o give Lis creation

- Furtlermore, by repeatedly describing the creature as disgusting and unnatural,
Victor confinues o make L sound inbaman, Later, when te creature Las learned enougl, o
compare Lis [ife +o fle lives of Lumans Le's encountered, Le declares Limself “deformed and

Lorrible” and reguests that Victor create a companion “of fle same species” witl, “fle same
defects” (Gr}wﬂy 1M4). By defining Lis “species” as separate from Victor's, _
_ Wien Le describes Limself in such negative ferms, -
creature shows that Le finks of Wimself not only as separate, but as inferior. After so.

many negative encounters witls men, it makes sense Hhat the creature begins to view Limself
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_ Wien the creature first speaks witl, Victor, Le defends Lis own chavacter
as "benevolent” and declaves that Lis “soul glowed witl, love and Lumanity” (GV'.W\\y $3). The

creature says that when e {irst developed consCiousness, Le displayed kindness, Compassion,

ol o e Srontars s ciary B s b 95 g wtorborn mand s e

creature continues fo learn about mankind, Lowever, Le realizes $lat for every Co-{--{-a\gev

witl, "gentle manners” flere are also “barbavous villagers” wio are very cruel fo ofiers

(urey 1) 15 iny congosnonst doines  pasons iy, e vy o e
_ Just like $he people avound Lim, the creature's “Leart

was fasiioned fo be susceptible of love and Syw\pﬂ\-{-l,\y," but when Le encounters "W\}sevy" And

“Violence,” he finds Limself 'Filled witl, an msatiable Lirst for vengeance” (Grimiy 190).

_ In 4uis way, Le s just like Wis creator, who is kind at some moments

-Triana, Grade 8

+ Allof Triana’s sentences focus on and develop _

«  Sheincludes several pieces of textual evidence, describes what she notices in each piece, and -
the connection between each piece and her idea.

+  Each paragraph focuses on a _ and builds on and refers to the ideas in the
other paragraph.

- Allof Triana’s quotes are PlRCIUAtECIANCICItEAIAEo0rdINg to the Guidelines Citing and Punctuating a

Direct Quote.
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Rubrics and exemplars: Sixth grade

Amplify Focus rubric
Definition of Focus: To select one specific moment or idea, and to exclusively write about this moment
or idea.

Responses to Dahl & Narrative

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

You write a minimum You write a minimum You write a minimum You write a minimum
of 25 words and of 50 words and some of 85 words and most of 120 words and
almost none of your of your sentences of your sentences all your sentences
sentences talk about talk about the same talk about the same talk about the same
the same moment or moment or idea. moment or idea. moment or idea.
idea.

Note: In your Amplify classes, you will be practicing writing in class for 10-15 minutes a couple times a week.
Your teacher will score this writing from time to time to check in on how well you are doing and where you may
need some help.
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Focus score of 1

Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment

Your write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

Getting Better Very Good Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and

all your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

or idea.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 42

Roald Dal is so fuany and T wis, T had been alive when he was a iid. He pulls
great pranks and Las a fon of fun widi, Lis friends.

- Adwon, Grade b

« Aaron only writes 42 words and can only score a 1 in Focus.
+  When a student writes so little, there is just not enough writing to really see how well they are doing.
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Focus score of 2

Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment or

Your write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

Getting Better Very Good Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and

all your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

idea.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 67

" - )N
says she has "4 moustache on ler upper lip and 4 moutl, As sour As A green 9ooseberry. -

- Ste also had hands that 'were disgusting. Tuey were black witl, divt and grime.'

- Maya, Grade 6

«  Maya writes 67 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Focus.

«  Shereceives a score of 2 because all the sentences she writes refer to her idea that
Mrs. Pratchett is a horror.

«  Sheincludes two quotes that support her idea.
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Focus score of 3

Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment or

Your write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

Getting Better Very Good Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and

all your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

idea.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 104

Tt Vi PrAYEHah i A Garar BAcaiaa W 585 "Hor spron i gy and sreosy.
Her bl o s of breachoct a oe 1, SHE AR ERTEABO Ay SRETGOGIEIR
I '/ - s 47 iy s bien pting laps o ont o
G e do ong” Hor b i o Aot e <andy i posle by b tns sid b

Once T was at a sfore wiere e worker was being rude. T was trying to buy sneakers but

she wouldn't bring tle vight size so T left.

- Hanl, Grade 6

+  Hank writes 104 words and can score a 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

«  Hereceives a score of 3 because he states his idea about Mrs. Pratchett, and every sentence he writes
explains his idea.

+ Heincludes two quotes that support his idea.
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Focus score of 4

1 Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment

Your write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

Getting Better Very Good Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and

all your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

or idea.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 180

A BRGNS 41 < 0 1o stsins ond 37010

b iy, Finl, s s 50 ma s o e give e Kids b s sy "snd 2 1

- Carla, Grade 6

«  Carlawrites 180 words and can score a4, 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

«  Shereceives a score of 4 because every sentence she writes helps to develop her idea about
Mrs. Pratchett.

«  Sheincludes three quotes that support her idea.
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Amplify Evidence rubric

Definition of Use of Evidence: Selecting and describing quoted or paraphrased details
from a text to develop and support an idea.

Responses to Dahl & Narrative

Needs Work

You write a minimum
of 25 words and
almost none of your
sentences talk about
the same moment or

You write a minimum
of 50 words and some
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment

Getting Better Very Good

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and most
of your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and

all your sentences
talk about the same
moment or idea.

idea. or idea.

Note: In your Amplify classes, you will be practicing writing in class for 10-15 minutes a couple times a week.
Your teacher will score this writing from time to time to check in on how well you are doing and where you may
need some help.
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Use of Evidence score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 61

T 4Link +hat Mrs. Pradcledd 1s a Lovvor because ste had a4 “fidn +nad Clung around
her.! Also, she had a “mustacle on Ler upper lip and 4 moutl, As sour As A green 9ooseberry."
And i said ste “she never smiled.” Also Ler apron Lad “bits of breakfast all over i, foast-

crumbs and fea stains and splotcles of dried egg—yOlk-"

= Dan, Grade 6
«  Dan writes 61 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Use of Evidence.
* Hereceives a score of 1 because he does not describe what he notices in any of the

evidence that he includes.
«  Danincludes four quotes, but does not describe what he notices in any of them.
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Use of Evidence score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 114

I Agree -{»L\o\-[» Mrs. PM\-[»CL\Q-(--[» 1S A Lorvor. Sb\e CleArly 1S A Lorvor because “Her Apron

A ST SHAERIEAEHEY A, "Vor s, v ks of bromchast

over i, foast-crumbs and {ea stains and splofcles of dried egg—yolk." He also said, "Ste never

B - )
smiled. Sle never welcomed us When she Wend 1n.

- Sé\rd\, Grade 6

«  Sarawrites 114 words and can score a 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.
«  Shereceives a score of 2 because she describes what she notices in only one piece of
evidence that she includes.

« Saradoes not describe what she notices in the three quotes that she includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 3

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 140

Tt s easy fo Agree witl, Danl et Mrs. Pradclett is a Lovvor because of +ie way Le

describes Ler.

_ SeCOv\dly, Ler Lands were "black witl, dird and gr}W\e." Ste stould be WAsLing em

because signs always say that employees slould wasl, Lands. T 4ymic o yOu Ave sC00ping out Candy

wittout gloves, you slould definitely wasl, your hands, but T guess she does not Hlimic so. Aiso, "Unless

you spent 4 wiole sixpence All n one 9o, ske wouldn't give you 4 bag Tnstead you got your sweets

Jwisted up m 4 small piece of v\ewspaper."

- Benjamin, Grade 6

«  Benjamin writes 138 words and can score a 4, 3, 2, or 1in Use of Evidence.
*  Hereceives a score of 3 because he explains the importance of words and phrases in two of the three
pieces of evidence he includes.

« Headds another direct quote, then describes what he notices in this quote.

«  Benjamin does not describe what he notices in the last quote that he includes, and does not make it clear
to the reader why this quote is important.
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Use of Evidence score of 4

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

You write a minimum
of 25 words and you
do not describe what
you notice in the
pieces of evidence
that you include.

You write a minimum
of 50 words and you
describe what you
notice in some pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Great Work

You write a minimum
of 85 words and you
describe what you
notice in most pieces
of evidence that you
include.

You write a minimum
of 120 words and you
describe what you
notice in all the pieces
of evidence that you
include.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says that Mrs. Pratchett is “a horror.” Do you agree or disagree? Describe 2-3 details
from the passage to show why.

Text: Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 188

Cons}der]v\g all e details Darl uses, T Agree $.at Mrs. Pradcledd was a ‘Lorror.!
Fiest of all, tle ways sle looked was like something out of a Lorror movie. _

e ) S R M B AR N, Do 2oy e 48 . aron

fLat was “3rey And greasy. Her blouse Lad bits of breakfast all over i}, foasi-crumbs and
tea stains and splofcles of dried egg-yolk.” So now you Lave a witcl witl, divty clotles and
stinky old breakfast food all over. Thiat is wnsanitary because Ler egg yolk could Lall in fle

- Kava, Grade 6

«  Kara writes 188 words and can score a4, 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.

«  Shereceives a score of 4 because she draws the reader’s attention to important words and phrases in all
of the evidence she includes.

«  She adds another quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.
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Rubrics and exemplars: Seventh grade

Amplify Focus rubric

Definition of Focus: To select one specific moment or idea, and to exclusively write about this moment or idea.

Responses to Red Scarf Girl & Narrative

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of the
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

130 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Note: In the Amplify classroom, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify
teachers periodically score this low-stakes writing and use the results of these formative assessments

to adjust and differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must
demonstrate proficiency across a variety of writing assignments.
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Focus score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 25 words minimum of 95 words a minimum of

and almost none of and almost none of the and most sentences 130 words and all

the sentences refer sentences refer to the refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise same precise moment precise moment or same precise moment
moment or idea. or idea. idea. oridea.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 74

Bl s senves o b o by e Red sy T 6t vy Wiy "Uni e

andition T feit like the luckiest givl in fhe world” (Tie Liberation Avrmy Dancer, 30). -
_ Awnotler time Ji-1i felt fevrible was wien Lev fatier old Ler
she could not audition for e Central Libevation AVW\y Arts ACAdeMy. Ste was most upset
when she found out Ler grandfatier was a (andlord.

= Lindsay, Grade ¥

« Lindsay writes 74 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Focus.

«  Shereceives a score of 1 because almost none of her sentences talk about the same moment or idea.
«  Sheincludes one direct quote that supports her idea.

» Lindsay adds sentences that do not talk about her idea about Ji-li's feelings.
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Focus score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 25 words minimum of 95 words a minimum of

and almost none of and almost none of the and most sentences 130 words and all

the sentences refer sentences refer to the refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise same precise moment precise moment same precise moment
moment or idea. or idea. or idea. or idea.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 80

bt e s, s, G 3 F v bemhfl s s dshoge, B £ serty T
says, “T loved our +op—floor voom” (Tie Liberation Army Dancer, 66). _
b sy e b i o o i, AFhs b st s St Te vt
was A mess. [he middle of fhe floor was sfrewn witl, the contents of e overturned clests

and drawers..” (A Searcl, in Passing, 119).
- Patrick, Grade F

+  Writes 80 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1 in Focus.

*  Receives a score of 2 because all the sentences he writes refer to his idea regarding Ji-li's feelings about
her home before and after the search.

* Includes two direct quotes that clearly support his idea.
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Focus score of 3

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 25 words minimum of 95 words a minimum of

and almost none of and almost none of the and most sentences 130 words and all

the sentences refer sentences refer to the refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise same precise moment precise moment same precise moment
moment or idea. or idea. or idea. or idea.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 143

Bk el WOUaER AEELER) "Mony cic nek v bidyoom ot il o even & st o
and very few Lad a full=size batirooms that they did not Lave fo shave witl, ofler Lamilies”
(Tue Liberation Army Dance, ). R R eSa e pAeS RASIoee

A friend wio LAad Ler Louse broken nfo wihen she wasn't Lome and she feld violaded 4oo. Ste

lives on Robin Road and 5 Louses on Ler streed got broken info.

~Amanda, Grade ¥

« Amanda writes 109 words and can score a4, 3, 2 or 1 in Focus.
» Shereceives a score of 3 because she states her idea regarding Ji-li's feelings about her house before and
after the search, and most sentences talk about and develop this idea.

« She includes one direct quote that supports her idea .

« Amanda adds sentences that do not develop her idea regarding Ji-li's feelings about her home.
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Focus score of 4

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 25 words minimum of 95 words a minimum of

and almost none of and almost none of the and most sentences 130 words and all

the sentences refer sentences refer to the refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise same precise moment precise moment same precise moment
moment or idea. or idea. or idea. or idea.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 180

“T (oved our -{—oP-‘-(:\oov voom. A luge Frencl, window
and 4 Ligh <eiling made it bright all year vound, warmer during the Winfer and cooler in fle

summer. [] our voom wWas fen fimes as b}g As many of my classmades' Lomes.” _

“The apariment was a mess. The middle of fle floor was sfrewn witl, 4l contents of 4Le
overfurned chests and drawers. [] And the stamp album was gone forever.” (A Search, n

P, 171) Sh s upsc 4k s vl cloan Lt s s vled. S s 508 i

- Steven, Grade F

Steven writes 180 words and can score a4, 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.
He receives a score of 4 because every sentence refers back to and helps to develop his idea
about Ji-li's feelings about her home before and after the search.

He includes two direct quotes that support his idea.
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Amplify Use of Evidence rubric
Definition of Use of Evidence: Selecting and describing quoted or paraphrased details

from a text to develop and support an idea.

Responses to Red Scarf Girl & Narrative

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Note: In the Amplify classroom, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify
teachers periodically score this low-stakes writing and use the results of these formative assessments

to adjust and differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must

demonstrate proficiency across a variety of writing assignments.
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Use of Evidence score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most of the pieces of
textual evidence that

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in
all pieces of textual

that he or she
includes.

evidence that he or
she includes.

he or she includes. he or she includes.

Writing Prompt: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 76

Ji=li 4alks a lof about Ler Louse and Ler family. Sie says, "I love our fop=
Lloor voom."(TLe Liberation Arw\y Dancer, 66> "MAV\Y did not Lave a batiroom at
all or even & flusl, foilet and very few Lad a full=size batirooms that they did not
have fo shave witl, ofker families” (Tue Liberation Avmy Dancer, 66) Ste also says,
"My family was also special in anotler way.” (Tie Liberation ArMy Dancer, 6%). Tn
paragrapl, 10 ste says, “T feld like fhe uckiest girl in fhe world”.

- Rebecca, Grade 3

+  Rebecca writes 76 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Use of Evidence.

«  Shereceives a score of 1 because she does not describe what she notices in any of the
quotes she includes.

+  Rebecca strings her quotes together without describing what she notices in any of them.
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Use of Evidence score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most of the pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Assignment: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.

Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang
Number of minutes spent on the assighment: 15

Word count: 76

Before 41e searcl, Ji-ti said, “T loved our top=floor voom” (Tie Liberation Avrmy
Dancer, 66). "I felt like he luckiest girl in the world” (The Liberation Army Dancer, 30).

Bud ater te seavcly, Tt fett violates. [LFeAs i T hAd Becn Sivipped maked i public’’

= Jeremy, Grade 7

«  Jeremy writes 76 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Use of Evidence.
*  Hereceives a score of 2 because he describes what he notices in one of the quotes he includes.
«  Jeremy misses the opportunity to do better because he does not describe what he notices in the two

other quotes he includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 3

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most of the pieces of
textual evidence that

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in
all pieces of textual

that he or
she includes.

evidence that he or
she includes.

he or she includes. he or she includes.

Assignment: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 180

Befor 4be soavc, - i, AR R

Adter tre searci she says, “the apariment was a mess (A Searcl, in Passing, 119).”
Ste adds, “tue stamp album was gone forever (A Searcl, in Passing, 121)," meaning +nat
it was vuined. Ste Lad alveady said that Ler stamp collection was very special o Ler and
now it is frask. Ste uses fhe word “fovever” fo show tat flis is permanent, she is very upset

that Ler precious stamps will never be fle same.

- Saval, Grade 3

Sarah writes 180 words and can score a4, 3, 2, or 1in Use of Evidence.

She receives a score of 3 because she draws the reader’s attention to particular words and phrases in two
out of three pieces of evidence she includes.

She includes a direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

She adds another direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

Sarah misses the opportunity to do better in Use of Evidence because she does not describe what she
notices in one of the quotes that she includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 4

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that

Student writes a
minimum of 95 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most of the pieces of
textual evidence that

Student writes a
minimum of 130
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in
all pieces of textual

evidence that he or
she includes.

that he or she he or she includes. he or she includes.

includes.

Assignment: Describe Ji-li's feelings about her house before and after the search.
Text: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution, Ji-li Jiang

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 194

Ad e start of fhe Cultural Revolution Ji—li felt proud of Ler Lome, but affer e

seavcl, she felt ashamed. Tn fhe beginning, Ji-li vaved about Ler Louse- _
Bativoom With each oiiher, And she Appreciafes fiis laxiry: | After te seavct, Jicti says, "Al

my treasures weve scatfered on fle floor,” meaning fhe fthings that ave fle most special 4o

cmbaraied fr clecling e an e more Atanes v bing st et iy e gne. i

li's pride for Ler Lome before fle search furns 4o shame affer fe searcl,
- Sean, Grade F

«  Sean writes 194 words and can score a4, 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.

»  Hereceives a score of 4 because he describes what he notices in every piece of evidence he includes; he
points out particular phrases from the text and explains the importance of those words.

+ Headds another direct quote, then describes what he notices in this quote.

Amplify. | Amplify ELA



Extending learning | Student work collection and rubrics

Rubrics and exemplars: Eighth grade

Amplify Use of Focus rubric
Definition of Focus: To select one specific moment or idea, and to exclusively write about this moment or idea.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment
oridea.

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment
oridea.

Student writes

a minimum of

140 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
oridea.

Note: In the Amplify classroom, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify
teachers periodically score this low-stakes writing and use the results of these formative assessments

to adjust and differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must
demonstrate proficiency across a variety of writing assignments.
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Focus score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

140 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
or idea.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin

Number of minutes spent on the assighment: 12

Word count: 105

G o & oA W SIS He ot eber o fue o of e New-Engian

Courant fo fell fLeiv veaders, +hat Le infends o present Hlem stories to enterdain trem. He was

discribing Low fle people are unwilling either to commend or dispraise what they read. People

don't care wiiat fley read or wio fhe audlor is. Like if he autlor is ricl, poor, old, young, 4

sclolar, or a leatler apron man. Ben grew wp Wit A minister after Lis pavents went fo Boston.

- Victoria, Grade 8

«  Victoria writes 105 words and can score a 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

«  Shereceives a score of 1 because almost none of her sentences talk about the same moment or idea.

« Victoria adds sentences that do not talk about her main idea, like mentioning readers not caring about

who the author is or including background information about Ben Franklin.
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Focus score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 105 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 140 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment or same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. idea. or idea.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 97

_ He says that “my entrance into s froublesome world was atfended

wit, $he deatl, of my fatier.” (Frankiin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o +1e New-

Frtons Courant” 5). Hosays s 50 fs vemders il e s sympadiy fr Sience

This is Low we know +hat Franklin was ~{»ry'm5 4o create a likkeable claracter.

-'Hec-[»ov' Grade 8

»  Hector writes 97 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Focus.

« Hereceives a score of 2 because all the sentences he writes talk about his idea that Franklin created a
likable character by writing about Silence Dogood'’s past so readers will feel bad for her.

» Heincludes one direct quote that supports his idea.
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Focus score of 3

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 105 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 140 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment or same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. idea. or idea.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 142

_ Franklin says “in the meantime desiving your readers to exercise thei
patience, and bear with my Lumors now and then...” (Frankiin, “Silence Dogood's First Letfer
f b New-Brtond oot . RN

_ “My entrance info fLis {roublesome world was atfended with the deatl,

of my fatler, a misfortune...”(Frankiin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o +e New—England
oot 5. T T 4 i B 5 Uit o o 3 o gl
_ but i also makes e readers feel bad for Lim. Wien fhe readers feel

bad for Lim it makes them want to keep veading. Franklin was frying to create a likeable
character by using Lumor, infelligence, and life stories.

- Cec}\]o\, Grade 8

»  Ceciliawrites 142 words and can score a4, 3, 2 or 1 in Focus.

«  Shereceives a score of 3 because she clearly states her idea about Franklin's character being likable, and
most of her sentences elaborate on her idea.

« Sheincludes two direct quotes that support her idea.

»  Ceciliaincludes some details and sentences that are not related to her idea.
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Focus score of 4

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 105 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 140 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment or same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. idea. or idea.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood'’s First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 224

R RHUEEHEUATa LB TG W s says "My ambeomse it i Hroublsors

world was afdended witl, fhe deatl, of my fadier, a misfortune, wiick lough T was not
then capable of knowing, T skall never be able 4o forged” (Franiiin, “Sitence Dogood's Fivst

Letter 4o e New-Erglans Con ot 5) (RN
ronders fe b o o ey migh sk st 4o Wit sk s 4 syt Al e i sl

oAbt T mighd wo longer be a clarge fo my indigent modler, wio was put o Lard stifts
for a lving”(Frankiin, "Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o te New-England Courant’') -

e rncier o works for et oy deserve, moh o kv o bonded 40 e, 5

trough Franklins words of Dogood's [ife fhe reader can fell Le was trying fo create a likable

chavacter for fle veaders o velate witl,

-James, Grade 8

»  Hector writes 97 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Focus.

- Hereceives a score of 2 because all the sentences he writes talk about his idea that Franklin created a
likable character by writing about Silence Dogood'’s past so readers will feel bad for her.

» Heincludes one direct quote that supports his idea.
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Amplify Use of Evidence rubric
Definition of Use of Evidence: Selecting and describing quoted or paraphrased details from a text to develop

and support an idea.

Responses to Biography & Literature

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or

she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Note: In the Amplify classroom, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify
teachers periodically score this low-stakes writing and use the results of these formative assessments

to adjust and differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must

demonstrate proficiency across a variety of writing assignments.
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Use of Evidence score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in
all pieces of textual

that he or she
includes.

evidence that he or
she includes.

he or he or she includes.

she includes.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 60

You can fell Le was -(-ry'mg to make a likable character because, You can +EI Le was
trying to velate foo people. Talking about problems from Ler cLildLood like When Ler dad died,
and stuff that botlers everyone. T 41inK e was trying to Make points so people would stand
up and take 4 stand in what they believe in.

~Annabelle, Grade 8

+  Writes 60 words and is eligible for a score of 2 or 1in Use of Evidence.

» Receives a score of 1 because she does not describe what she notices in the piece of textual
evidence she includes.

«  Onlyincludes a vague paraphrase from the text and does not describe what she notices about
that paraphrase.
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Use of Evidence score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she
includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or

she includes.

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 87

Franilin wanted people 4o like he character Silence Dogood. Silence Dogood fold

about Ler life from wien she was born and in fhe fexd it says _

T peeene——

A wice chavacter. Tlis is one veason Wiy people would fhink Silence DOgOOd was a likable

claracter.

"D_evome, Gw\de g

- Jerome writes 87 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Use of Evidence.

+  Hereceives a score of 2 because he describes what he notices in the direct quote he includes.

«  Jerome misses the chance to do better with Use of Evidence because he only writes 87 words and does

not include more evidence or explain more about what he notices.
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Use of Evidence score of 3

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence
that he or she

Needs Work Getting Better

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that
he or

Very Good

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that
he or she includes.

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or

includes. she includes. she includes.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 130

Franklin was -(-ry'mg {o make A likable claracter by giving her 4 sad bo\cks+ovy And
likable personality so fLat people would sympatiize with Ler and like Ler. The story was, -

readers eellbAd far e And liskenoller] He made Sitence 4o be polite by saying, T wi

not abuse your patience with 4 fedious vecital of all le frivolous accidents of my life...”
(Franklin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter 4o tie New-England Courant” 8). Tiis means +nat
Silence didn't want e reader fo take 400 mucl, fime reading about Ler and more fime

reading the important things she Lad to say.

= Teina, Grade 8

«  Trina writes 130 words and can score a 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.

«  Shereceives a score of 3 because she draws the reader’s attention to important details in both of the
quotes she includes.

*  Sheincludes a direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

«  She adds another direct quote, then describes what she notices in this quote.

«  Trina misses the opportunity to do better with Use of Evidence because she does not write more or more
thoroughly explain what she notices in the quotes she includes.
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Use of Evidence score of 4

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and student does not
describe what he or
she notices in pieces
of textual evidence

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in some pieces of
textual evidence that

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good

Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and student describes
what he or she notices
in most pieces of
textual evidence that

Student writes a
minimum of 140
words and student
describes what he
or she notices in

all pieces of textual
evidence that he or
she includes.

that he or she
includes.

he or he or she includes.

she includes.

Assignment: How can you tell that Franklin was trying to create a likable character?
Text: “Silence Dogood's First Letter to the New-England Courant,” Benjamin Franklin
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 12

Word count: 205

Franklin created a likable character, Silence DOgOOd. T can fell by Low in fle ledder

Franklin seems fo create a sob story almost, as stown in the following, _

and Le also aclieves fhis as shown i, ‘T will not abuse your
patience witl, 4 fedious vecital of all fhe {rivolous accidents of my life, At Lappened from
s +ime undit T avvived 4o years of discredion..(Franiiin, “Silence Dogood's First Letter
to the New-England Courant” ). Wien you're veading the letter, it makes you feel that
Silence is 4 very imnocent woman, wio Las 4 kind front despite Ler many years of misery.
Someone wlo Las survived that mucl, makes them Lonorable in oflers eyes. The same
thoughts must Lave gone Hhrough Franilin's Lead as well, because Le used +hese dedails o
create a ikable clhavacter.

- Vincent, Grade 8

Vincent writes 205 words and can score a 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Use of Evidence.
He receives a score of 4 because he describes what he notices in both of the quotes he includes, and
makes some great inferences based on those quotes.

He adds another direct quote, then describes what he notices in this quote.
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Rubrics and exemplars: Personal narratives

Amplify Focus rubric

Definition of Focus: To select one specific moment or idea, and to exclusively write about this moment or idea.

Sixth grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work

2 Getting Better

3 Very Good

4 Great Work

Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and almost
none of the sentences
refer to the same precise

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same

Student writes a minimum
of 105 words and most
sentences refer to the same
precise moment

Student writes

a minimum of
140 words and all
sentences refer to

moment or idea. precise moment or oridea. the same precise
idea. moment or idea.

Seventh grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work 2 Getting Better 3 Very Good 4 Great Work

Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and almost
none of the sentences
refer to the same precise

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same

Student writes a minimum
of 115 words and most
sentences refer to the same
precise moment

Student writes

a minimum of
150 words and all
sentences refer to

moment or idea. precise moment or oridea. the same precise
idea. moment or idea.

Eighth grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work 2 Getting Better 3 Very Good 4 Great Work

Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and almost
none of the sentences
refer to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes a minimum
of 125 words and most
sentences refer to the same
precise moment

oridea.

Student writes

a minimum of
160 words and all
sentences refer to
the same precise
moment or idea.

Note: When using the Amplify curriculum, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify teachers
periodically score this low-stakes student writing and use the results of these formative assessments to adjust and
differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must demonstrate proficiency across
a variety of writing assignments. As seen above, the students’ Focus scores are based on higher word count requirements in
each grade, requiring students to engage with the skill more deeply as they progress through middle school. The examples
provided list Seventh grade word count requirements.
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Focus score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 125 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

160 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
or idea.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 175

T just finished soccer practice and T Lad learned 4 scissor kick, wiicl, was veally

Lard for me. T4 was jvxs-! an ordinary Wednesday wnight, cool and perfect for a 30\Cke-(-.

My dad was n the garage fixing my purple bike and T was _ Then a
brilliant, beyond intelligent _! I leapt up and did 4 {wirl. T sped walked

o fle screen door and called fo my younger sister. Ste was eating 4 sandwicl, and fexting
her friend. _ And decided fo Lave a sandwicl, $00. Then our brotler came down

and fold us Le was going fo a friend's Louse.

T fold my sister my idea was fo build 4 birdlouse but sie didn't want fo. Sie

said we should go _ so we decided o do Laf. We go-} veally Lot and

came mside to - Our mom fold us +hat ste was gong fo the grocery store so we fold

Lev fo l.omy some 1Ce Cream.,

- Melissa, Grade F

«  Writes 175 words and is eligible for a score of up to 1, 2, 3, or 4 in Focus.

»  Scores albecause almost every sentence refers to a new moment or idea.
«  Lists seven different moments instead of elaborating on one moment.
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Focus score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 125 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 160 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment or same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. idea. or idea.

Writing Prompt: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 168

_ T saw a grey wolf once af a 200 wien I went on 4
trip fo Minnesota. We drove to Minnesota and it ook a really long time, escpecially because
we Lad fo keep stopping so my brotler could go fo tle batiwroom. We _
e Tore——"
to me and _ Sle was dong 4 great 3019 and {he shell looked perfect.
_ Once T made a drawing of a cat and fle wiole face

looked venuy good.

- Trevor, Greade ¥

«  Trevor writes 168 words and can score a 4, 3, 2, or 1in Focus.

« Hescores a 2 because six of the 11 sentences he writes refer to the moment when he is
drawing the grey wolf.

«  Trevorincludes details from many events that are separate from the drawing instead of
just talking about the drawing.
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Focus score of 3

Student writes a
minimum of 25 words
and almost none of
the sentences refer
to the same precise
moment or idea.

Student writes a
minimum of 50 words
and some sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a
minimum of 105 words
and most sentences
refer to the same
precise moment or
idea.

Student writes

a minimum of

140 words and all
sentences refer to the
same precise moment
or idea.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.

Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15

Word count: 213

My new next door neighbor moved info Lev apartment. The people that moved out were

veally nice but they Lad fo move to California for fieir 3obs- Tuey live n LA now and T

want o visit fLem.

- Samantia, Geade F

»  Samantha writes 213 words and can score a 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Focus.

«  She scores a 3 because most of her sentences talk about the moment of lifting the heavy box.

«  Samantha includes unnecessary background information.
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Focus score of 4

1 Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 words minimum of 105 words a minimum of

and almost none of and some sentences and most sentences 140 words and all

the sentences refer refer to the same refer to the same sentences refer to the
to the same precise precise moment or precise moment or same precise moment
moment or idea. idea. idea. or idea.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 179

- Jonathan, Grade 1

Jonathan writes 179 words and can score a 4, 3, 2, or 1in Focus.

He scores a 4 because every sentence he writes talks about the moment of running the last 200 feet of a
mile race.

He does not include any off-topic sentences to distract from the moment.
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Rubrics & exemplars: Responses to Biography & Literature

Amplify Showing rubric

Definition of Showing: says: Showing is using descriptive details to create a vivid picture in the reader’s mind.

Sixth grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work

2 Getting Better

3 Very Good

4 Great Work

Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and none of the
entry contains precise and
descriptive observations to
create a vivid picture in the
reader's mind.

Student writes a minimum
of 50 words and some

of the entry contains
precise and descriptive
observations to create a
vivid picture in the reader’s
mind.

Student writes a minimum of
105 words and most of the entry
contains precise and descriptive
observations to create a vivid
picture in the reader’s mind.

Student writes a
minimum of 140 words
and all of the entry
contains precise and
descriptive observations
to create a vivid picture
in the reader’s mind.

Seventh grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work

2 Getting Better

3 Very Good

4 Great Work

Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and none of the
entry contains precise and
descriptive observations to
create a vivid picture in the
reader’'s mind.

Student writes a minimum
of 50 words and some

of the entry contains
precise and descriptive
observations to create a
vivid picture in the reader’s
mind.

Student writes a minimum of
115 words and most of the entry
contains precise and descriptive
observations to create a vivid
picture in the reader's mind.

Student writes a
minimum of 150 words
and all of the entry
contains precise and
descriptive observations
to create a vivid picture
in the reader’s mind.

Eighth grade Focus rubric

1 Needs Work

2 Getting Better

3 Very Good

4 Great Work

Student writes a minimum
of 25 words and none of the
entry contains precise and
descriptive observations to
create a vivid picture in the
reader’'s mind.

Student writes a minimum
of 50 words and some

of the entry contains
precise and descriptive
observations to create a
vivid picture in the reader’s
mind.

Student writes a minimum of
125 words and most of the entry
contains precise and descriptive
observations to create a vivid
picture in the reader’'s mind.

Student writes a
minimum of 160 words
and all of the entry
contains precise and
descriptive observations
to create a vivid picture
in the reader’'s mind.

Note: When using the Amplify curriculum, students frequently practice writing in class for 10-15 minutes. Amplify teachers
periodically score this low-stakes student writing and use the results of these formative assessments to adjust and
differentiate instruction. In order for a student to be considered proficient, he or she must demonstrate proficiency across a
variety of writing assignments. As seen above, the students’ showing scores are based on higher word count requirements in
each grade, requiring students to engage with the skill more deeply as they progress through middle school. The examples
provided list Seventh grade word count requirements.
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Showing score of 1

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work

Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 minimum of 115 minimum of 150

and none of the entry words and some of words and most of words and all of the
contains precise the entry contains the entry contains entry contains precise
and descriptive precise and descriptive precise and descriptive and descriptive
observations to create observations to create observations to create observations to create
avivid picture in the a vivid picture in the a vivid picture in the avivid picture in the
reader’s mind. reader’'s mind. reader’'s mind. reader’s mind.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 50

Last Wednesday, Ocfober 14 T was frying o learn a lacrosse {rick. My sisfer
was outside but sle was wnodt playing with me. Ste wanted me fo fake 4 walk witl, Ler.

T was {rying 4o learn tie drick but T could not do it. My dog came outside foo.

- Peter, Grade 3

+  Writes 60 words and is eligible to receive a 2 or 1 in Showing.
«  Scores albecause the entry includes no precise or descriptive observations: student does not
incorporate strong verbs, sensory detail, internal dialogue to create a picture in the reader’s mind.
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Showing score of 2

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work
Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 minimum of 115 minimum of 150
and none of the entry words and some of words and most of words and all of the
contains precise the entry contains the entry contains entry contains precise
and descriptive precise and descriptive precise and descriptive and descriptive
observations to create observations to create observations to create observations to create
avivid picture in the avivid picture in the avivid picture in the avivid picture in the
reader’s mind. reader’s mind. reader’s mind. reader’s mind.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 77

T went Lorse baci riding for e second +ime wien T was 12. T went 4o a farm on
Oak Street in Silverton +hat Lad chickens and goats. T saw a Lorse hat T wanted 4o ride
near a fence. There was a (ady near fle Lorse wlo said, e you want fo ride 4Liis one you
need fo be experienced witl, Lorses.” T said T was experienced and I - fie Lorse. T4

WaAs named DM]Sy.

- Emma, Grade F

«  Emma writes 77 words and can score a 2 or 1 in Showing.

« She scores a 2 because she uses one strong verb and one line of dialogue, which help to create a picture in
the reader’s mind.

«  She uses dialogue to show the interaction between herself and the lady near the horse.

* She uses astrong verb, which provides a precise description of her action.

«  Other than those mentioned above, Emma does not include strong verbs, sensory details, or unique
observations, which could help create a vivid picture for the reader.
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Use of Evidence score of 3

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work
Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 minimum of 115 minimum of 150
and none of the entry words and some of words and most of words and all of the
contains precise the entry contains the entry contains entry contains precise
and descriptive precise and descriptive precise and descriptive and descriptive
observations to create observations to create observations to create observations to create
avivid picture in the avivid picture in the avivid picture in the avivid picture in the
reader’s mind. reader’s mind. reader’s mind. reader’s mind.

Assignment: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 154

Last summer, while camping deep n +he emerald woods of Northern Wisconsin, we
wanted 10 go canoeing i fhe lake near our summer cotfage. Wien we go camping we always
bring the kayaks and canoes down 40 fhe sand 50 we Can Canoe Wihenever we want. We went
down fo fle lake and we dragged tle Leavy beast from fle sand into the wader. The cance
{felt like it came alive and was vesisting our ever step. We put on our (ife jackets and T got
fe oars. T sad n & canoe witl, My Cousin And we started -{Alk’wxg. My brotler and mom weve
n the other canoe and we all starfed paddleing out info the middle of the lake. My arms
weve aching from condinually paddieing the oars in and out of fle lake water. My stoulders

Lfeld like they were 4 wWindwmill on & windy day. Fatigue stot turough my muscles.

- Jacob, Grade F

«  Jacob writes 154 words and can score a 4, 3, 2, or 1 in Showing.

+ Heincludes descriptive details that allow the reader to feel the sensations in his arms, shoulders, and
muscles as he paddled.

« Jacob's piece could have been stronger if he had taken one of the strong phrases listed above and written

more about it. For example, if the entire piece of writing had described all the ways the canoe was a “heavy
beast,” Jacob could have included a larger variety of sensory details, strong verbs, and dialogue.

Amplify. | Amplify ELA



Extending learning | Student work collection and rubrics

Use of Evidence score of 4

Needs Work Getting Better Very Good Great Work
Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a Student writes a
minimum of 25 words minimum of 50 minimum of 115 minimum of 150
and none of the entry words and some of words and most of words and all of the
contains precise the entry contains the entry contains entry contains precise
and descriptive precise and descriptive precise and descriptive and descriptive
observations to create observations to create observations to create observations to create
avivid picture in the avivid picture in the avivid picture in the avivid picture in the
reader’s mind. reader’s mind. reader’s mind. reader’s mind.

Writing Prompt: Write about a moment when you were doing something challenging.
Number of minutes spent on the assignment: 15
Word count: 221

The frisbee was coming fowards me, closer, closer. T4 wobbled n {le Leated air, left
than vight than lefd; 4 fitded. The sun stone s bright vays nto My eyes CAusing me fo
squint. Somewlere in front of me, T Leard Kevin yell “You got f1is!" T waided anxiously as
fhe wiite frisbee deifted closer and closer. My heart was beating, willing Mysel-(f 4o make e
catel. T reacled my Lands out as fle frisbee made ifs way fo me, swerving at {irst, flen
gong perfectly straight and then swerving again as if it Lad been spun in 4 Civcle way too
many times. Time seemed o sfop as T {ried fo reacl, out so fle {frisbee would land n my open
hands. T foucted it briefly, but didn't manage fo grab on. Tie {frisbe seemed o taunt me, as
W came crasling down fo the ground as slow as molass running uplill. T desperatly tried fo
grab it as it fell, but my Lands repelled tle {risbee like A sfrong magnet wit, boti, the same
poles facing eacl, ofler. As -F.V\o\uy was about fo veacl, le ground, Aidan dove for i,
missing it narvouwly by no less than a centimeter. Tlhen i was over, 5mv'.+y succeeding As fle

wiide frisbee glided o le ground n frond of my feed.

- Miclelle, Grade F

*  Michelle writes 221 words and can score a4, 3, 2, or 1in Showing.

«  Shescores a4 because every sentence is filled with descriptive details that allow the reader to visualize the
moment when she misses the Frisbee.

»  She uses strong verbs to make the moment come alive.

«  Sheincludes sensory details that put the reader in the scene; the reader can feel and see the sun, hear
Kevin's voice, see the movement of the Frisbee, feel the beating of Michelle's heart, and see Aidan's dive.

«  Michelle chooses her words very carefully; her observations create a vivid picture in the reader’'s mind.
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